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The Bible 
By Pastor J. Clark 


‘THE Bible is the Word of God; 
What wonders dwell therein! 

Its saving power is yours to know; 
Its wealth is yours to win. 


When Looking for Adventure 


There is no monotony in the service of Christ, A 
girl at the Mid-Winter Victorious Life Conference 
in Philadelphia said that for a long time she refused 
to surrender to Christ because she had always de- 
sired a life of adventure. But when she did yield to 
the Spirit, she found her life full of enthusiasm and 
excitement. Depend upon it, the soldiers of Jesus 
Christ, clad in the whole armor of God, who fare 
forth in the power of the Spirit to wrestle against 
greater enemies than mere flesh and blood, will never 
suffer from spiritual ennui. Fishing for men is in- 
finitely finer sport than fishing for fish. Think 
through the lists of the heroes of faith in Bible times 
and later, and recall their wonderful adventures. 
Truly the old prophet said, “The people that know 
their God shall be strong and do exploits.” 


x 
A Praying Friendship 


How much are we proving our friendship for 
others by praying for them? How much are we mak- 
ing prayer our richest expression of friendship for 
our friends? A Christian man recently had a new 
experience in an offer that a loved friend made him. 
He had accepted an invitation to address a large 
meeting on a certain Sunday morning; and he re- 
ceived a letter from this friend, touching upon one 
or two other points, and then saying: “One other 
thing. -—— says that you are to speak on Sunday 
morning; and if you would like, instead of my at- 


tending the service, I will spend that entire hour in 
the secret place of prayer in your behalf. I'll gladly 
do it, if you feel the need.” This offer was ac- 
cepted, with a full heart of gratitude. The friend, 
after attending the opening portion of that Sunday 
morning service, then withdrew and did as he had 
promised: relying in simple dependence upon the 
Spirit of prayer Himself, he poured out his heart 
in the name of the great Intercessor for his friend’s 
message and testimony and ministry. Is it any won- 
der that that service was blessed of God? Has it 
ever occurred to us to make an offer of this sort to 
any friend of ours,—to sacrifice our time, and pleas- 
ure, and strength, to pray for a friend in this way? 
Both prayer and friendship will be richer to us and 
to others when we do. 
oa” 


Fire and Fuel 


When a man gets on fire for the Lord, he must 
be careful to get fuel for his fire to burn,—and the 
right kind of fuel. Otherwise his fire will burn 
wildly and without helpfulness to any one. But on 
the other hand there are those who have plenty of 
fuel, and fuel of the right sort, yet who are not 
burning it; and their fuel does neither themselves 
nor any one else good. A Christian preacher has 
said keenly, of spiritual fire and fuel: “Fire without 
fuel has given us fanaticism. Fuel without fire has 
chilled us with formalism, But fuel on fire, har- 
nessed and handled with heaven-sent wisdom by the 
Spirit, generates the forces to light and move the 
machinery of the church.” The Word of God is the 
best fuel for us to feed our heaven-given fire. That, 
with commonsense, will keep up from fanaticism. 


But years of thoroughgoing study of the Word of 
God, without the fire that comes only through the 
surrender of the life to His mastery, will neither 
light nor warm ourselves or others. May we let our 
Lord bring his fuel and his fire together in our life,— 
that others may see a burning bush that is not con- 


sumed, 
x 
As a Soldier Sees It 


Plain men can “size up” spiritual heroism. When 
through Christ they come to know God, they revel in 
the deeds of others who have known God, A Chris- 
tian worker among the soldiers in Egypt tells of a 
“tough, hard-living Australian” about forty-three 
years old, who “rolled in drunk to a prayer-meeting” 
in a devotional hut. “Before that meeting closed he 
was saved and sobered, and there he was shining and 
winning men for Christ three Sundays iater. ... 
Speaking at our Friday gathering less than three 
weeks she his conversion one could see that he had 
been ote 9 his Bible. Here is what he said in 
the course of his talk that appealed to us all: ‘I am 
mightily struck with that chap Job; even when his 
possessions and just everything was gone and even 
his old woman chipped him and told him to curse God 
and die, he broke out like a Fire Brigade, “Though 
he slay me yet will I trust him.”’ In his own simple, 
natural way he went on: ‘I was mightily impressed 
with that fellow Paul—he was rare stuff. There he 
was with a bleeding back in the “clink” holding an 
open-air meeting for the prisoners. No wonder God 
honored him with an earthquake!’” Trusting and 
singing in our blackest hours is a sure way to have 
earthquake experiences of blessing. 


we 


Why We Accept the New Testament 


what he regarded as the root reason for his 

acceptance of the books of the New Testament 
as the Word of God. As he did not seem at first to 
appreciate the point of the question, the speaker went 
on to explain by remarking, first, that it could not be 
for their age, since there were books far older. 

Nor could it be for their truth, since other books 

eas well contain truth. 

Nor would it be possible to explain our acceptance 
by the power of these books to edify or, as Coleridge 
once said, -to “find” us, because a man might say 
that they do not edify or “find” him, and might use 
this as a reason for rejecting them, 

Then he went on to say that beneath and before 
all these questions, important in their place, of age, 
truthfulness, and value, there must be some quality 
in the books te warrant our accepting them as the 
Word of God. The hearer frankly admitted that he 
had not hitherto considered this point precisely in 
the way it had been put, and the result was a con- 
versation on the subjéct. 

This question of the authority of Scripture and of 
our fundamental reason for accepting it is of vital 
importance. Yet it is often a matter of real con- 
fusion, because there is a constant tendency to identify 
the ground of acceptance with the evidence for the 
acceptance of particular books. 

What, then, is the principle by which a book was 
originally received into the Canon of the New Testa- 
ment, and because of which we still accept it to-day? 
It ought to be clear that fitness to edify cannot pos- 
sibly be the condition of canonicity, because it would 
imply that authority is conferred by a sort of ecclesi- 
astical suffrage, making experience the test, and the 
Church or community of Christians the judge. What 
we want to discover, if possible, is whether there is 
any inherent or permanent quality distinct from, and 
anterior to, our experience of ‘ie fitness of any book 
to provide spiritual edification. There ought to be 
something stamped on these books by God and be- 
longing to them by what may be called Divine Right. 
So that the question is not how we may arrive at the 
conviction that a certain book is canonical, but what 


S wiet years ago a Christian man was asked 





This is the first of several editorials on “The Authority ot 
Scripture.” 





must a book possess so as to be regarded as authori- 
tative. 

It is suggested that any writing of this kind must 
have come from some one who was authorized to 
expound the Divine will. This may be due either to 
authorship or to sanction, but the only valid test of 
authority is the possession of this quality. And so 
we find that, according to authorities like Dr. San- 
day’s “Inspiration,” the earliest criterion of a book 
was what may be called Apostolicity. The most 
primitive standard of verification was the teaching 
of the apostles, so that apostolic origin, either by 
authorship or sanction, was the earliest and supreme 
test of whether a book was regarded as authoritative. 

The question, therefore, is not how we may arrive 
at a rational conviction that a given book possesses 
authority, but, before this, in what consists the au- 
thoritativeness of a writing that claims our obedi- 
ence. It is obvious that it cannot be because its con- 
tents approve themselves to reason or spiritual ex- 
perience, nor is it sufficient to say that it is due to 
the contents being approved to and then sanctioned 
by the Church. The fundamental reason is that the 
book came from some one who was authorized to 
draw up a rule of faith and practise for our life; 
and no writing can rightfully claim obedience which 
cannot trace its origin to some person of whom we 
have satisfactory evidence that he is authorized by 
God to draw up such a rule. 

This idea of apostolic origin and sanction as the 
primary test of a book is obviously the only possible 
one, since the apostles and those sanctioned by them 
can alone be regarded as possessing this element of 
unique authoritativeness. The apostles were the au- 
thorized exponents of the Divine authority, and the 
expounders of the Divine will, and, either as authors 
or endorsers, they gave these books to the Church. 
This view is natural, primitive, and reasonable. 

It is natural, because the testimony of the Churches 
in regard to the New Testament presupposes evidence 
which connects the books with the apostles and their 
time. 

It is primitive, because every book in the New 
Testament is connected directly or indirectly with 
an apostle, and we may say that the New Testament 
of to-day represents the mature conviction of the 
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Church as to what books were entitled to be in- 
cluded in this rule. : 

‘It is reasonable, because it offers to man an intel- 
ligible objective standard, and not merely something 
that is subjective and liable to change with different 
opinions. As such, it brings the Christian and the 
non-Christian into proper relations to Scripture and 
leaves men without excuse if they refuse to submit 
to its authority. 

It is, therefore, most important to distinguish be- 
tween the ground of canonicity, and the ground of 
our conviction that this or that book is canonical. 
The principle of canonicity may be stated as the 
apostolic gift of a book or of books to the Church; 
but the ground, of our accepting any particular book 
as canonical is necessarily based on evidence that the 
book was such an apostolic gift. 

This distinction between the ground of canonicity 
and the evidence of canonicity is vital to any proper 
consideration of the authority of Holy Scripture; and 
in order that we may retain our faith in the historic 
origin of Christianity we must face the question, be- 
cause our religion is based on history, not on myth. 
If it could-possibly be shown that certain books are 
not apostolic in origin or sanction, they would still 
be valuable and edifying as ordinary books; but, of 
course, they would cease to possess Divine authority. 
Every book is in our New Testament by virtue of a 
tradition, be it true or false, which connects it with an 
apostle either as an author or as what may be called 
a sponsor, and which can only be displaced if the 
tradition is proved to be false. 

Let it be said again that we must carefully and 
constantly distinguish between the ground of canon- 
icity and the ground of our conviction of canonicity. 
The ultimate test of canonicity is objective; the ulti- 
mate testimony to canonicity is subjective. 

When this is clearly seen, it follows that the de- 
cision of the Church has nothing to do with the 
settling of the question whether a writing is a 
Divinely-given rule of faith and life. We welcome 
evidence, but not judgment. The one question is 
whether a writing was set forth by God to be a rule. 

Nor can the common consent of the Christian com- 
munity be regarded as settling the question, for, 
obviously, common consent cannot make or unmake 
a Divine rule. 

Still less are the character and contents of a book 
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“He is able . . . He is faithful” 
(Heb. 7: 25; 10: 23) 














a test, for this would make man the criterion—a 
position utterly impossible. 

Of course, there will be differences of opinion as 
to the evidence for this or that book. But the one 
question is, granted the sufficiency of the evidence, 
what, in the last analysis, is the authoritative test? 
And, as it has been said, the one authoritative re- 

uirement is the possession of Divine authority 
through the medium of uniquely qualified men, 

While what has been said refers to the New Testa- 
ment, it is equally applicable by analogy to the Old, 
for we have to discover wherein their sacredness and 
authoritativeness lay, what principle determined 
them. Although their religious character, as dis- 
tinct from anything merely national or literary, was 
obvious, it was not their spiritual profit that led to 
their authoritativeness, but their authoritativeness 
that led to their spiritual profit. There was some- 
thing of authority in the books prior to any con- 
sciousness of spiritual blessing on the part. of the 
receivers. So reception into the Canon meant the 
recognition of the rightfulness of the claim made 
for any book as the revelation of God’s will. We 
can see this in the reference of Ezra and Nehemiah 
to the Mosaic law. Prophets were recognized as the 
expounders of God’s will, and their words and 
writings were on this account regarded as authori- 
tative. Perhaps the best illustration ‘of this is found 
in Jeremiah 36, the words of the prophet being im- 
mediately authoritative and recognized as such by 
the king and his associates, On this account the 
message was burnt and also rewritten. 

Thus the Prophets in the Old Testament, and the 
Apostles in the New, were regarded as uniquely 
qualified men, who received and then passed on to 
others the written record of the will of God. 





What is the Kingdom ? 


In Dr. Haldeman’s article in The Sunday School 
Times of October 6, 1917, on the work of the Reforma- 
tion, in discussing the “kingdom of God” and the 
“kingdom of Heaven,” he says “the unregenerate may 
enter the kingdom of Heaven”! This must be either a 
misprint or a lapsus. In either case it should be cor- 
rected or explained. 

He seems to make a distinction between the “king- 
dom of God” and the “kingdom of Heaven.” 

If there is such a distinction, which kingdom was 
Jesus preaching? “From that time Jesus began to 
preach and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is 
at hand” (Matt. 4: 17), and verse 23, “the gospel of the 
kingdom.” “Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 5: 3). “Thy kingdom 
come” (Lord’s prayer). “Seek ye first the kingdom of 
God” (Matt. 6: 33). Here and in cognate passages the 
kingdom of God and the kingdom of Heaven are clearly 
the same kingdom. 

Again (I ask for explanation and information), Dr. 
Haldeman says the Church is not the kingdom. If by 
the word Church is meant the organization so-called, 
with its hierarchy and sacerdotalism, I can agree; but 
if the word Church as we understand it includes all 
who have accepted Christ as their Redeemer, then I 
cannot agree. This Church is the body of Christ, the 
Lamb’s wife. It cannot be separated from him.—A 
Ruling Elder. ° 
That readers of The Sunday School Times may 

have Dr. Haldeman’s own word on these important 
points the Editor has referred this letter to him, and 
his reply follows: 


The kingdom of God is the universal kingdom 
which includes all worlds. 

This world is a province in revolt. The kingdom 
in respect to it, therefore, is de jure and not de facto; 
but it will be established de facto when Christ comes, 

Entrance into the kingdom of God by human be- 
ings is through regeneration only. The kingdom of 
God includes the saints of all ages before the Church, 
The characteristics of those who take part in it are 
“righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost” 
(Rom. 14:17). 

The Church is not the kingdom of God. The 
Church is a spiritual body made up of all who in this 
age are regenerated; but, since all in this age who 
are regenerated are in the kingdom of God (that is 
to say, members of it) the Church is in the kingdom. 

All who are regenerated are in the kingdom of 
God; but not all who are in the kingdom are, or will 
be, in the Church. The saints before the Church, 
the saints after the Church age, do not, and will 
not, constitute the Church. 





The kingdom of Heaven is the kingdom of God in 
its special relation to this earth; as it is written, 
“the kingdom under the whole heaven” (Dan, 7:27). 

Both the kingdom of God and the kingdom of 
Heaven as such are to be established in the earth at 
the Coming of Christ. 

When Christ comes the Church will reign with him 
om in the kingdom of Heaven and the kingdom of 

od. 

The original kingdom of Heaven is announced by 
Daniel (7:13, 14): “I saw in the night visions, and, 
behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds 
of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they 
brought him near before him. And there was given 
him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all 
people, nations, and languages, should serve him: 
his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall 
not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not 
be destroyed.” It is the kingdom over which our 
Lord Jesus Christ shall reign as the Son of David: 
“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is 
given: and the government shall be upon his shoul- 
der, and his name shall be called Wonderful, Coun- 
sellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The 
Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government 
and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of 
David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to es- 
tablish it with judgment and with justice from hence- 
forth even for ever, The zeal of the Lord of hosts 
will perform this” (Isa. 9:6, 7; see also Luke 1: 
32, 23). 

As to its source, it should be the kingdom of God; 
for the God of Heaven should set it up: “And in the 
days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a 
kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the 
kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it 
shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, 
and it shall stand for ever” (Dan. 2: 44). 

Entrance into this kingdom is by regeneration. Our 
Lord taught that to Nicodemus (John 3:3, 7), and 
rebuked him as a teacher in Israel for not knowing 
it was taught in Ezekiel (36: 26, 27): “A new heart 
also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put 
within you: and I will take away the stony heart out 
of your flesh, and I will give you, an heart of flesh. 
And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you 
to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep. my judg- 
ments, and do them.” This was among the “earthly 
things,” to which the Lord refers in John 3:12, In 
Matthew 18:3 he affirms, even with the shadow of 
rejection and postponement upon him, that to enter 
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the kingdom it is necessary to become as a little 
child—that is, to receive a new birth. 

In Matthew 13 our Lord announces another king- 
dom’ of Heaven that should come in after his rejec- 
tion. It is the “mysteries” of the kingdom, or the 
kingdom in a mystery. This mystery (or secret) he 
reveals. It is that this kingdom of Heaven should 
be a profession of his name; a profession in which 
there should be false as well as true, unregenerate 
as well as regenerate. 

He teaches this in the parable of the seed that fell 
on stony ground, The stony ground is a hearer and 
professor; one who professes “with joy,” but has 
“not root in himself” (Matt. 13:21). The “root” is 
Christ. Such a professor does not have Christ in 
himself ; nevertheless, he is in the kingdom which the 
sower represents. 

He teaches it in the parable of the mustard tree. 
The tree affords shelter to the “birds” of the air. 
The word rendered “birds” is the same translated 
“fowls” in verse 4, These fowls, and therefore 
birds, are declared by our Lord to be Satanic (v. 19). 
According to the Lord himself, then, the kingdom of 
Heaven, of which the tree is the symbol, will give 
shelter to Satan and his agents. 

He teaches it in the parable of the drag net. It 
gathers of “every kind.” The every kind consist of 
“good” and “bad.” The good and bad are defined as 
“wicked” and “just.” nd both wicked and just 
are in the net which the Lord explains as the king- 
dom of Heaven. 

He teaches the idea in the parable of the virgins 
(Matt. 25: 1-12). All the virgins carry the lamp of 
profession. Only half have oil in the vessels (oil 
in Scripture symbolry is the Holy Spirit). The other 
half do not get into the marriage chamber. The 
bridegroom refuses to open to them, He says, “I 
know you not.”. Whom the Lord does not know 
are not his; for he says, “I know my sheep, and am 
known of mine” (John 10:14). They are not his; 
and yet they are in the kingdom of Heaven, unte 
which foolish as well as wise virgins are likened. 

The kingdom of Heaven, as the profession of 
Christ in this age, takes the form of ecclesiastical 
organization and is called the Church. Christian 
Science makes a profession (falsely) of Christ; so 
does Universalism (equally false) ; so does Roman- 
ism (wholly apostate). They call themselves churches 
of Christ. Since all three profess Christ, and the 
kingdom of Heaven is the profession of Christ, they 
are in the kingdom of Heaven of to-day, 

The true, the regenerated believer, becomes a 
member of the real Church, which is the Body of 
Christ; and since that Body is in the profession of 
Christ, the regenerated person is in the kingdom of 
Heaven as it is to-day. 

The person who makes a profession of Christ, and 
who is unregenerated, is in the ecclesiastical organi- 
zation called the Church, and is at the same time in 
the kingdom of Heaven of to-day, but never—for a 
moment—has become a member of the Body of 
Christ. 

It is to be strongly remembered that in the parable 
of the tares our Lord teaches that the “field” is the 
world. The tares are an imitation of wheat. The 
wheat represents “children of the kingdom.” The 
tares, then, are a profession of children of the king- 
dom; and, as such, are in that kingdom of the pro- 
fession of Christ which is in the field of the world 
to-day. 

Thus the kingdom of Heaven is the kingdom of 
God with special reference to this earth; and neces- 
sarily, as the kingdom of God includes the kingdom 
of Heaven, any profession of Christ in this age is a 
profession of the kingdom of God; and the state- 
ment of the one must be more or less interchange- 
able with the other, The following are some of the 
passages where this inter-relation may be seen: 
Matthew 3:2 and Luke 21:31; Matthew 8:11 and 
Luke 13:29; Matthew 11:11 and Luke 7:28; Mat- 
thew 13 and Mark 4. 

We must be careful to perceive the breadth of the 
kingdom of God, and not only the narrower range of 
the kingdom of Heaven, but to see that the profess- 
ing Church makes a profession of both; and that, 
while the kingdom of God takes in all the regener- 
ated whether before or after the Church, all the re- 
generated are not in the Church of God. 

In all this I have said nothing of the dynamic and 
terrific fact that in the fourth parable of Matthew 13 
a woman takes leaven, that sour, corrupt, putrefying 
thing which every Israelite must needs put out of his 
house in the days of the Passover or be excommuni- 
cated; that leaven which is the symbol of false. doc- 
trine, the doctrine of Phariseeism, Sadduceeism 
(which is Annihilationism) ; that leaven which is the 
symbol of hypocrisy, vain-glory, malice, and wicked- 
ness (Matt. 16:12; 1 Cog. 5:6, 8),—this woman 
takes the leaven and hides it in three measures of 
meal till the whole is leavened; and this leavened, 
corrupted, flesh-filled lump of meal in which the 
woman (who is the Jezebel of Revelation 2: 20, and 
the Scarlet Harlot of Revelation 17:4, 5) hides the 
leaven, and the woman herself,.are declared by the 
Son of God (who is very Truth) to set forth the 
kingdom of Heaven in this age, the profession of 
Christ, the professing Church, but-in no wise—at 
no time—the Body of Christ. 
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When a Dead Church Listened to a Bible Story 


As a professional Chinese story-teller gave it at prayer-meeting By Charles Ernest Scott, D.D. 





the villages of our country field, where the oldest 

of all the sixteen churches is located. Though 
it was organized many years ago, it had the reputation 
among the other churches of the field of being “Bang 
hwai la” (helped by the foreigners to the point of 
spoiling). Many called it the fifty-year-old baby. It 
was New Year’s Day, and the great heathen festival 
of the Chinese calendar was in full swing. It is pres 
eminently a time of happiness—noisy, carousing, gam- 
bling, gluttonous happiness—all the happiness that 
heathendom can muster. 

But there was little happiness among the Christians 
of that village on the day of our arrival. In fact, 
they were badly discouraged. During the previous year 
they had given an unusually unsatisfactory account 
of their stewardship, and had been rebuked by the 
finance committee, composed of an equal number of 
missionaries and Chinese leaders, and the rebuke 
had taken the sharp turn of cutting down the 
appropriation of the Mission Board’s money to their 
schools. In one case the committee had decided to 

ive nothing to assist a certain school within their 

unds, for the coming year, because that school had 
paid in only five dollars of its pledged share of 
twenty-five dollars toward the salary of a teacher. 
And as additional punishment, the committee had re- 
fused to open a school in that village the coming year. 


God’s Reminder in the Falling Roof 


The church organization drew membership from 
twenty neighboring villages, and even in the principal 
village which I was visiting, and where the church 
building was located, the outlook was not the bright- 
est for opening their school following the New Year. 
Many of the Christians were fairly well-to-do, accord- 
ing to the standards of the Chinese peasant villages. 
Some of them were teachers and evangelists, drawing 
relatively good salaries from the Mission. They had 
repaired their own houses, but the house of the Lord 
in their midst they had allowed to fall into great dis- 
repair, and the maledictions pronounced by Haggai 
the prophet upon the children of Israel for a like 
grave offense hung over them. They knew that such 
a state of affairs was disgraceful; they were in part 
ashamed of thus dishonoring God; but there were 
jealousies and heart-burnings between families on the 
same street, with resulting spiritual impotence. 

During the first meeting of the revival services held, 
while the preacher was referring to the need of re- 
pairing the house of the Lord before some greater 
disaster overtook them, a chunk of the wall, under a 
beam supporting one section of the roof, fell down on 
part of the audience. It was a most pointed intima- 
tion of the need of the Christians getting together and 
adopting some effective plans ere the whole side of 
the building should cave in upon them. The elders 
and deacons were later assembled, and a list of all the 
members prepared. On this list was written the 
amount of money each family had subscribed to the 
church work the previous year; also the amount of 
land in the possession of each family, and, besides the 
amount actually subscribed, what the amount would 
have been had the family tithed. The contrast was 
appalling. In extenuation of this contemptible cheating 
of God, a pitiful plea of poverty had been offered, but, 
poor as they were according to our standard of pov- 
erty, the plea had little ring of sincerity in it, and with 
bad face they paraded this mockery of an excuse. 

The Holy Spirit made the Christians attending a 
forenoon and afternoon preaching service willing, in 
addition, to gather for two prayer-meetings each day, 
one in the early morning and one in the evening, at 
which time the concrete needs of the congregation 
were presented before the Throne of Grace. The 
people followed the custom of standing, and when 
they prayed they all prayed aloud together, each one 
his own prayer. To the uninitiated it might seem like 
a babel of confusion, but it fits in with the Chinese 
frame of mind, with their clannish interest and with 
the habit formed in village schools where all study 
aloud; and when one gets accustomed to it, it seems 
like a unison of petitions offered before the Great 
Father, One elder began well, but broke down. 
Weeping aloud, he’ likened his church to Jerusalem 
with its broken-down walls. 

The next day the Holy Spirit led the missionary to 
preach on the text in Malachi 3:7-12, the text that 
includes the Lord’s stinging rebuke, “Will a man rob 
God? yet ye rob me. But ye say, Wherein have we 
robbed thee? In tithes and offerings.” 

As it is a mighty challenge, so few texts could be a 
more persuasive and winsome plea for turning to God. 

As this text was unfolded to the people, their minds 
under the Spirit’s guidance began to grasp the heinous- 
ness of their sinfulness in God’s sight,—sins of 
lukewarmness, of indifference to Christ; and to the 


A territiages winter day found us at one of 





China is a long way to go in order to find how 

to solve the problem of church financing, and 

yet the cause of failure in church life is the 

same the world over. This remarkable story 

tells how a discouraged Christian church in 

China found the way to complete finan- 
cial success. 








propagating of his Gospel; and that sinfulness be- 
came very real to them in its actual hatefulness. Men 
present who were evangelists to other sections of the 
field confessed with tears that they were indifferent 
to the preaching of the Gospel at home. As one put 
it, “The seller of salt has no salt for his own village,” 
a Chinese equivalent of our well-worn proverb about 
the shoemaker’s barefooted children. Others, con- 
fessing, said that they had repeatedly thought of 
going to friends and neighbors in near-by villages, 
two, three, five and six it away, but ultimately had 
not gone because they were “too cold in the doctrine.” 
It became plain to them as the meetings progressed 
that the source of all their troubles was in the little 
word discbey, and the explanation of that word was 
the lack of love. “If ye love me, ye will keep my 
commandments.” 

The early morning prayer-meeting, under the con- 
ditions of heathen discomfort and cold, was the most 
difficult to attend. Nevertheless they turned out well, 
and it was the most helpful of all the services. Even 
the women, who especially hate the dark, and who 
need an unconscionably long time in preparing the 
morning meal, were there in goodly numbers. On the 
last morning the Holy Spirit was present in special 
power. At the session, as our. prayer-directing pas- 
sage we were considering the stury of Elisha and the 
widow of Zarephath. 

Many of the Chinese talk easily and are natural 
story-tellers. Maybe this gift has been unusually de- 
veloped among Orientals because of the centuries of 
practise necessitated: by the limitations of their 
history, lack of libraries and newspapers accessible to 
or usable by the masses. Hordes of blind men, wan- 
dering from place to place, make their living off the 
people because they are not only fortune-tellers, but 
also good story-tellers. Part of the craze of the 
villagers for that powerful instrument of Satan, the 
peripatetic theater, that pitches its rostrum periodi- 
cally in their midst, is due to the fact that the actors 
are consummate raconteurs, and all the world likes a 
racy narrative, well told. 


An Old Raconteur Full of the Holy Ghost 


No more interesting specimen of a Chinese talker 
have I ever heard than an old man who arose toward 
the close of the last morning prayer-meeting. He is 
one of the earliest converts in the fifty years of Gos- 
pel propagation through this section—himself for 
years an evangelist, preaching in many sections of 
Shantung province, having endured hardship and per- 
secution-for the Name, an elder and the father of an 
elder, and one of the charter members of this church 
in his home village. All his mannerisms pique inter- 
est to the last degree. His comical and grotesque 
touches to situations described by him have repeatedly 
given us a hearty laugh. 

With rare skill he told us the story of that heathen 
woman and the prophet. To begin with, he had a fine 
background of understanding for his tale and an at- 
mosphere of sympathy that we have not. His auditors 
all knew city walls and gates as we never can. They 
could picture perfectly that woman on the verge of 
starvation going out through one of those massive 
portals to hunt for the materials of a fire. On the 
day he was speaking all knew that multitudes in 
China were doing that very thing. To the doors of 
their houses, and heralded by yapping, snarling dogs, 
there had come during the last. few days people in the 
final stages of weakness, to whom the parings of a 
turnip or a sweet potato were a godsend. All about 
that region they could see not only the professional 
beggar and the people overwhelmed by the disastrous 
consequences of floods, unfortunates fleeing from the 
famine, whose belongings were on their backs or 
upon a barrow, lugubrious trampers of the road, than 
whom no more doleful are anywhere to be seen; but 
also people who belonged to their own village, raking 
up every spear of grass along the pathway and on the 
grave mounds, shaking trees for a left-over, dried-up 
leaf, digging the frozen soil of the fields for a stray 
bean root—to make a little cake and die! 

Finally he flung out the question, sudden and sharp: 
“And what do you think would have happened when 
Elisha said, ‘Make me a little cake first, if that 
heathen woman had refused the command of God and 


spurned the voice of his messenger?” There was a 

eep silence as he dramatically waited for them 
silently to answer his inquiry. Then, slowly and with 
emphasis, 

“The prophet would have said, ‘Eat your little cake, 
—and die!’ And that is just what God is about to 
7, to us!” 

e sat down. The effect was electrical. The peo- 
ple left the building saying: “We have come to the 
parting of the ways. God has not given us the gift 
of his Son merely to mock us with the appearance of 
comfort, just as he did not give the obedient widow 
a son merely to take the breath out of his body and 
work her sorrow. If we want His blessing here and 
now, we must decide to-day to trust His power, just 
as that widow did.” 

At the forenoon session every member was face to 
face with the proposition, Will you tithe for God, or 
will you continue to rob Him of that which is His 
own, causing His hand to continue resting heavy upon 
you? Then something happened as a surprise, which 
is always the case where God’s Spirit is working. 
Several years earlier the missionary had spoken on 
the subject of weg | at the girls’ High School, and 
he, in not overmuch faith, had-supposed that probably 
little fruitage had come therefrom. But in this meet- 
ing several of the daughters of the Christians of this 
village, school teachers, graduates of that High 
School, were home for vacation, and one after an- 
other each arose and pledged one-tenth of her salary 
to the Lord’s work. 


How the Long-Shut Windows of Heaven Opened 


And this decision of blessing became contagious, 
elders, deacons, leaders, even old, uneducated women, 
—all had a part in the blessed fruition. At once the 
people began to be care-lightened and resolute in 
faith to face with confidence the problems of the 
church. All wanted to forget the little subscriptions 
they had been accustomed to make, as they were 
amazed to see what they could do, and the sum kept 
rolling up from the fifty tiao of the previous year to 
five times that much, 

It must be remembered that a Chinese acre in this 
section is about one-sixth of an American acre, and 
that it takes two acres to feed one mouth for a year. 
Many a family of five to twelve members did not have 
ten Chinese acres, which meant a chronic condition of 
“difficulty in getting over the days.” Yet all now felt, 
as they said, that “nine-tenths with the Holy Spirit’s 
blessing and guidance is more than ten-tenths with 
the curse of God”! Even so, it was no slight thing 
for many of these families who possessed only ten 
acres, to go on to this basis. At the same time it was 
a surprising test to compare that with what they could 
do following out that law. How many congregations 
in America would be willing to submit to the test of 
that forenoon; to see their names written out and 
posted upon the church walls, with the amount of their 
income, for all to inspect; and also what they are 
astually giving to the Lord’s work, with the amount 
they ought to give on the tithing basis in contrast 
with it; also the names of-those who gave nothing? 
It would make a sensation in some centers. 

When the subscribing was completed some one pro- 
posed that the congregation rise and sing “Praise 
God, from whom all blessings flow.” Now the 
looked at the church building, fallen into decay, wit 
new eyes. All could see the light through the roof in 
many places. They could see that the cross-beams sup- 
porting it sagged where chunks of sunburned mud 
without mortar had fallen away. They could see the 
walls bulging and wobbling in dangerous fashion. 
They knew that there must be repairs before the 
summer rains, or there would be no building in which 
to worship. But no longer did they look on these 
things in shame and confusion of face, for though 
their money was not nearly enough to put the church 
building in shape, yet they had the spirit to attack the 
problem. They also opened two new schools in near- 
by villages. The church tithe made this possible, 
though in one village there were only two Christians, 
and in the other but one. Their share of a school 
inspector and evangelist’s salary, which they had 
earlier felt it impossible to provide, was now easily 
arranged, and in addition they took on their own 
Bible woman, 

At the close of the meeting the Christians looked at 
each other in amazement. Families that had not 
spoken were inviting each other to the season’s feasts. 
Many had volunteered to go out into the surrounding 
villages and preach. The spirit of hopefulness and 
the gentle warmth of mutual love was diffused; 
everybody’s face was beaming. And their word was, 
“How foolish to have kept ourselves from this bless- 
ing until now !” 

TSINGTAU, CHINA. 
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Churches are Doing for Soldiers 


Methods that God is using to save souls and comfort hearts 








HE letters here given will encourage churches 
casting about for best methods of keeping in 
touch with the boys they have sent into the 
service. These letters do not by any means exhaust 
the correspondence The Sunday School Times has 
received, but they are typical, and another symposium 
may be published soon. 

Rev. M. M. Aijian, pastor of the Armenian Evan- 
gelical Church of Detroit, writes that his church is 
learning the name of every Armenian soldier in the 
United States Army, and is ministering to them, and 
also “trying to raise interest for many other Ar- 
menian boys by writing about them in our bi-monthly 
religious publication.” 

Blockley Baptist Church and Bible School of 
Philadelphia report the appointment of a “War Cor- 
respondent,” a young lady from the school whose 
business it is to mail, every Monday morning, a copy 
of the schoo! paper and church calendar to the thirty- 
six boys sent out from this church, in addition to 
fifty-one others closely connected with it. 

Superintendent D. T. Richman, of the Emmanuel 
Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, says that one 
thing his school is doing is to send out carefully 
selected tracts, such a§ Mott’s “Secret Prayer,” “Bible 
Study for Personal Growth and Profit,” and “The 
Morning Watch,” Ridgway’s “Why They Got There,” 
and Trumbull’s “What Kind of Christianity is 
Yours?” 

ve 


News From the Front at Prayer-Meeting 


O KEEP in touch with the six members of our 

church (the First Baptist, of Marianna, Ark.,) 
with the colors, and several others, friends of the 
church, though not members, that we have “adopted,” 
we have elected one of our deacons as our “War Sec- 
retary.” He keeps a mailing list, always corrected 
to date. Every week he sends each of the soldiers a 
copy of the church Bulletin, which almost invariably 
has some special message of greeting for them. He 
has also written personally to all of the men. When- 
ever anything happens at home that is of special in- 
terest to any one of the soldiers, the War Secretary 
sees that he hears of it. For instance, one of our 
boys now in France was a Harvard student before 
the war. Any Harvard news or items in the daily 
papers ar current magazines is clipped and sent in 
the weekly letter to the young lieutenant in Frangg 

The Ladies’ Aid Society of the church was cad 
on recently by the War Secretary to furnish some 
homemade candy. 

All letters received by the War Secretary from the 
soldiers, and there are quite a few, together with 
extracts from letters to friends and relatives, are 
read at the prayer-meeting. The announcement on 
Sunday that there will be “news from the front” 
on Wednesday evening invariably helps the prayer- 
meeting attendance. Our church is enthusiastically 
behind our soldier boys—Rev. W. C. Boone, Mari- 
anna, Ark. 


Getting Proxies for the Boys 
Gone to War 


HE church I have the honor to serve, Gaston 

Presbyterian, Philadelphia, with a large list of 
soldiers and sailors, is working for the physical com- 
fort, the mental care, and, above all, the spiritual 
protection of the soldiers in the following manner: 

In the first place each one is provided with a 
Pocket Testament, such as_is furnished by the 
Pocket Testament League. This Testament is not 
only given as a present, it is given only after per- 
sonal effort has been made to have the young man 
sign the covenant promising to carry it constantly 
with him and read it daily. So far not a single one 
has refused to sign the covenant, bu has manifested 
willingness and pleasure in doing it. 

Then a Roll of Honor is kept in the official record 
book of the church. This is done by action of the 
Official Board, so that in days to come the boy, or 
others, may look to the church for a record of his 
military service, A Roll of Honor is placed in a con- 
spicuous place in the lobby of the church, which con- 
tains the names and addresses of the men from the 
church and Sunday-school in the service. The ad- 
_dresses are changed on this roll and kept up to date, 
so that any one can see at a glance just where our 
boys are. Of course a service flag flies from the 
front of the church, informing the public that the 
young men from the church are doing their patriotic 
duty. 

Every Monday a copy of the weekly church calen- 


dar is sent to each one, thus enabling them to keep 
informed as to doings in their church or Sabbath- 
school. Once each month the pastor writes a friendly 
letter to each enlisted man, enclosing in this letter a 
list of the names and addresses of all men and their 
location, that our boys may thus keep track of one 
another. This they seem to appreciate as much as 
anything done. Of course, a prompt reply is made to 
all inquiries that come from our boys, 

These are the usual things that are done by most 
churches. One other thing we have done is to organ- 
ize a “Patriotic Proxy League,” the idea being to 
get some one to fill the gap made by the absence of 
the soldier or sailor from that particular branch of 
the church where he was most active, and to have 
the person filling the gap let the soldier or sailor 
know that his place in the service of the church was 
being filled. This encourages the soldier or sailor, 
and it proves a blessing to the person filling the gap. 
We found that almost without exception the seventy- 
five young men attended Sunday-school or the even- 
ing service, or both, and, therefore, we prepared the 
following card: . 





Gaston Patriotic Proxy League 


IN THE INTERESTS OF GASTON’S SOLDIERS & SAILORS 


MY COVENANT: 

I promise, God helping me, to take the place of one 
of Gaston’s enlisted men by endeavoring to perform the 
following : 

FIRST—To unite with the Sunday-school and fill the place 
left vacant by my Comrade-in-Arms. 


SECOND—To be a regular attendant at the evening service of 
the church—to phe in his stead and to offer my devotions 
and prayers in his behalf. 


THIRD —To correspond with him at least once a week and to 
be a friend and confidant of his during his trials and sacnfices, 


To which I subscribe my word and honor. 
SRR ic Sere Kt ieee 





THIS COVENANT IS MADE FOR THE DURATION OF THE WAR 


Gaston Presbyterian Church, 11th and Lehigh Ave., Phila. 

















We selected a list of persons who were members 
of the church but who did not attend either the Sab- 
bath-school or the evening service We wrote a per- 
sonal letter of explanation and enclosed one of these 
cards. When a card is returned we give the name 
and address of a particular soldier to the party sign- 
ing it, who then carries out the content of the card. 
This puts the soldier in direct touch with a member 
of the church, and brings the member in direct touch 
with the soldier and with two very important ser- 
vices in the church, 

We find our boys appreciate everything that is done, 
and that they realize now, more than ever before, the 
value of the church and Sabbath-school. One appa- 
rently indifferent, noisy young fellow from the Sun- 
day-school writes: “I hope that all the boys of 
our class will get back together again in the old 
school, but if we do not I want to say that the last 
things I will forget will be the things I heard in 
Sunday-school.” Another writes: “I am glad to 
know that the church and Sunday-school are still in- 
terested in me. I never before realized they were so 
interested, Whatever happens I want to say to the 
Sunday-school that I have taken out a ‘life insurance 
policy,’ and it is the Twenty-third Psalm.” 

Another thing: Our church through its Young 
People’s Society, and as a church, invite soldiers and 
sailors from League Island to attend service with us. 
Particular attention is paid to those attending. One 
of these visitors was heard to say he regretted very 
much that he had not taken a definite stand for the 
Christian life and connected himself with a church 
before he left home. Thinking this might be true of 
a number, the pastor extends an invitation to them to 
meet with the Official Board of the church at the 
close of the service, where they can make a confession 
of their faith in Christ and are received into mem- 
bership of the church, with the definite understanding 
that a letter dismissing them to the home church will 
be sent immediately, that they may be enrolled in the 
church at home—a letter of explanation accompany- 
ing the letter. 

Last Sabbath two splendid young men, one from 
Texas, one from Missouri, came before our Board in 
acceptance of the above invitation. It was most 
gratifying to hear the clean-cut confession -.these 
young men made.—Walter B. Greenway, D.D., Phila- 
delphia. 


Holding a Service of Intercession 


te Trinitarian Congregational Church, of North- 
2 field, Mass., especially sacred because of associa- 
tion with D, L. Moody, is sending a letter the first 
of each month to all members of the church and con- 
gregation on the war roll. The third Thursday even- 
ing of every month a service of intercession is held, 
when extracts from letters of those on the roll are 
read; then each name is called, and prayer, silent or 
spoken, is offered. At Thanksgiving a turkey on a 
postcard and a cake of chocolate were sent. For 
Christmas a package was forwarded to each boy. 
This contained a Christmas card, chocolate, figs or 
dates, Gospel of Mark with notes on the comin 

Sunday-school lessons, and a compact kit which held 
a small pair of dull-pointed scissors, various kinds 
of thread, different sorts of needles, buttons, and a 
flexible leather Pocket Testament inscribed. At 
Easter the church plans to send a card on which will 
be printed a message on Immortality, and the names 
and addresses of all on our War Roll, thus enabling 
them to communicate with one another.—Francis 
Wayland Pattison, Minister, East Northfield, Mass. 


When the Lieutenant Asked Prayer 
for His Mother 


‘ ~ daily noon prayer-meeting of our church, the 
Central Baptist, held since January 19, 1914, and 
which God has wonderfully blessed, is praying for the 
soldiers. Quite a number of men in the Army and 
Navy are members of the League, signing this pledge: 
“Believing in the power of united prayer, I desire to 
become a member of the noon prayer league. I will 
endeavor to be in prayer some time daily between 
12.30 and 1 o'clock, for the requests presented at the 
meeting.” 

While I was. in the Y. M,C. .A. army. work at 
Montgomery, Ala., I spoke one night on the move- 
ment, and twenty-three of the soldiers joined the 
League at that time. Some time ago a meeting was 
held in our church of mothers of soldiers in the 
Army and Navy, and mothers whose sons expected 
to be in either. Some very sweet testimonies are 
brought by mothers. 

Recently a fine, stalwart lieutenant was home on 
a furlough. That day he sat at the meeting between 
his mother and sister. When the opportunity came 
for testimonies, the people were moved to tears as 
he arose and said: “I appreciate this prayer-meeting, 
but have not been able to attend many of the meet- 
ings. As this is my last day here and I am going 
away to-night to San Antonio, I felt that I wanted to 
come and see you all again. I don’t know whether 
I will come back or not, I want to ask you to pray 
for my mother and comfort her. She will have 
twenty-four hours every day to think of me. Of 
course when I get to the camps I will be busy and 
won’t have much time to think, but she will be think- 
ing about me all the time, and I hope you will com- 
fort her.”—Benjamin Cox, Memphis, Tenn. 
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Making it Homelike for 
Camp Greene Soldiers 


woe Camp Greene, with its barracks for 40,000 
soldiers, was located three miles from Char- 
lotte, N. C., the First Presbyterian Church early rec- 
ognized its great opportunity. Members of the 
church who owned automobiles went to the camp on 
Sundays, bringing in as many loads as possible to 
the regular services, where the men heard the real 
Gospel of blood atonement for sin. They were in- 
vited to the homes for dinner. 

The lecture room of the church was turned into a 
reading and writing room, kept open all the time, 
and equipped with telephone, victrola, piano, couches, 
easy chairs, current magazines, and books. Every 
Friday night a social ending with refreshments is 
given in this room. Here church-members ‘mingle 
with the soldiers. The young girls are very popular 
for these gatherings, and yet many of the boys seem 
to enjoy even more a talk with the older women, 
who remind them of their+mothers. 

On Sunday afternoons the different women’s so- 
cieties meet with the soldiers around the piano for 
a “get-together-sing-together” hour, and the boys 
call for the grand old hymns of the Church as though 
they could never have enough. A light supper is 
served by the women. 

Occasionally a social evening is given especially to 
officers. Some of the church-members. keep open- 


house all day Syaday, and others take home the most 
































LESSON FOR FEB. 24 (Mark 4: 21-34) 


lonesome boys they have found after the night ser- 
vice, giving them ice cream and a taste of home life 
before they return to camp, The church also adopted 
one of ey Y. M. Ds me, at the camp, was 
groups of young ple provide entertainment wi 
sacred mails on Senay afternoons, and also occa- 
sional week-night entertainments, 

All this prepares the way for giving Téstaments to 
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those who will promise to carry and read them. 
Many hundreds have been so accepted. The late be- 
loved pastor, Mr. Rolston, laid down his life in his 
service to his “soldier guests,” and the church, though 
without a pastor for itself at present, has engaged a 
splendid young minister as a “soldier . who 
leads in all these activities—Grace Z. Bradford, 
Charlotte, N. C. 





When Home Papers 


Until we reconstructed public opinion 





Wouldn’t Notice Us 


By Marc N. Goodnow 





Getting the church talked about is the right result of the right kind of church publicity. 
In his vigorous account of this publicity campaign for the Y. M. C. A. in the Middle 
West, Mr, Goodnow brings out lessons that churches can well profit by. 


attitude of the people of a Middle Western city 

of 30,000 population toward the establishing 
there of a Young Men’s Christian Association and 
the possibility of a campaign for building funds, the 
writer was summoned to the spot one month before a 
state convention of the Y. M. C. A. was to take place. 
There were twenty prosperous churches in the com- 
munity, which was only a short distance from a 
metropolis five times its size. : j 

There were unmistakable signs of moral decay in 
the social life of the younger people, especially the 
young men; poolrooms and saloons flourished, and 
the nights were constantly disturbed by the ribald 
jest or the latest, most suggestive ragtime hit. The 
need of some regenerative force at work in the com- 
munity was perfectly apparent to secretaries of the 
Y, M. A. who visited the place, as well as to min- 
isters already on the ground. 

The writer’s first inkling of the situation to be 
faced came when he discovered that the morning and 
afternoon papers were at daggers’ points, one refusing 
absolutely to print the same material that the other 
used. It was made perfectly plain at the outset that 
both newspapers might print what they considered 


Bisitsae'e of the apathetic, even antagonistic, 


news, but for anything bordering on free advertising 
‘they had an advertising rate to cover. 


In the face of this pronunciamento both newspapers 


‘carried any quantity of editorial matter clipped from 


the metropolitan papers, as well as an abundance of 
cheap, dirty, and often suggestive press notices of 
burlesque and fourth-rate comedy companies, 

Our convention was looked upon more as a circus 
‘than a gathering in which the religious note was 


‘dominant; it was expected that we would “relieve” 


the community of aboyt $500 and then vanish. We 
were told as much. 

Ten years before, there had been an organization 
of this character, though it was in no wise similar to 
the modern, fully equipped Y. M. C. A. A rich old 
resident who remembered everything that had hap- 
pened since the town was founded observed to an 
Association secretary one day: 

“We had one o’ them Y. M. C, A.’s here about ten 
years ago, an’ I think it didn’t pan out very well.” 

The publicity campaign included about two hun- 
dred daily newspapers throughout the state, a hun- 
dred weekly papers, and the newspapers of half a 
dozen cities surrounding the convention city, the lat- 
ter actually giving the convention more publicity than 
the two papers in the city where our affair was to 
take place. The outside dailies were furnished with 
three stories a week until the week prior to the con- 
vention, when they were sent a story for each day, 
with the date of its release plainly written in a corner. 
None of these stories ran more than a single page of 
typewritten matter, single-spaced. 

Business men and even the housewives were not 
especially cordial to our convention, though it had 
been brought there by the local ministers themselves, 
Funds were not nearly so easily obtained as in other 
localities where the modern Association seemed to 
be better known. 

Men who were asked to contribute to the expenses 
of the convention, a total of only $500 or $600, 
gave the most peculiar, absurd objections. A land- 
selling scheme had failed several years before and 
the citizens had lost nearly half a million dollars in 
it and several industries had been bankrupted. 
Though this affair could not possibly have had any 
connection with the Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
tion, it_was nevertheless used as a valid objection 
against contributing just now. 

Then a “wet” and “dry” campaign had followed, 
and this had further split the community into fac- 
tions and cliques. This, we found, was the real ob- 
jection which the afternoon newspaper had against 
the Y. M. C. A. and its convention and secretaries 
and the churches in general. 

“You wouldn’t catch me giving a red penny to any 
organization those five fellows are connected with,” 
said the managing editor of the afternoon newspaper, 
pointing out the offending citizens in a list that was 
submitted especially for his criticism. One man, he 


said, was a rank Prohibitionist, another was a crook, 
another a political demagogue, a fourth ought to be 
in the penitentiary, and a fifth was “hooked up” with 
that land deal. 

These five crooks and demagogues on our com- 
mittees were guilty of being good business men, re- 
spected citizens, and regular attendants and contribu- 
tors in the church life of the city, all of them vitally 
interested in the welfare of their sons and daughters. 

One of these editors put this question point-blank 
one day to a secretary: 

“How much are you getting out of this?” 

But we fought it through, submitting reams of 
“copy” that was consigned to the waste basket, and 
never complaining aloud of our lot, The newspapers 
throughout the state had come to our rescue with 
column upon column of our stuff, and the metropoli- 
tan papers were now beginning to print more about 
the convention and its program than the local papers 
themselves. That last fact is vital; it means more 
than all the arguments man. can utter; when a metro- 
politan paper begins to “scoop” a local paper on its 
own story, there is a sting of pride locally that usu- 
ally begets action. 

Our plans were shaping rapidly. Committees were 
hard at work; halls were arranged for; catering was 
provided; invitations were mailed; nationally known 
speakers were billed for the business men’s dinner; 
even a former vice-president figured twice on our 
program. Banners appeared across the streets, an- 
nouncements were madé in the churches, and public 
Opinion became so well informed upon the subject 
that the newspapers were forced to acknowledge the 
interest in the convention. 

At this juncture the morning newspaper actually 
asked the press secretary for a complete story of the 
final arrangements for the three-day convention 
period. Thereafter daily visits were made to this 
office, and the latest information on the progress of 
our plans was carefully detailed, This conversion 
was due to the metropolitan influence—the circula- 
tion outside of the convention city of news pertain- 
ing to that event. 

It was rather a startling thing to see the change 
in the attitude of the public when the delegates from 
every part of the state began coming to this conven- 
tion. Business men were cordial and curious enough 
to accept invitations and come to the business men’s 
dinner, where they saw and heard more about the 
Y. M. C. A. in North America and abroad than they 
had ever dreamed of, The talks were notable; at 
least, they were so regarded by the metropolitan 
newspapers whose local correspondents were detailed 
to cover the affair and to “let the story run”—which 
meant from 1,500 to 2,500 words in each dispatch. 

Not to be bested by its larger competitors the local 
morning paper used practically two pages of its 
twelve-page edition to “cover” this story, illustrating 
it with cuts furnished by the publicity secretary. 

On the last day of the convention, as the publicity 
secretary stood at the back of the opera house and 
heard a powerful evangelistic appeal by a college 
president, the managing editor of the afternoon paper 
approached, saying: “Can you give me two or three 
columns of this speech and meeting, and a half-col- 
umn editorial to-morrow?” Needless to say, the de- 
sired material was on hand at an opportune moment. 
The morning paper used even more space than that 
to chronicle the event, 

Then, next day, when the thing was over, the man- 
aging editor of the morning paper said to the writer: 

“Let me apologize to you for my attitude in this 
thing. I’ve been wrong most of the time and I don’t 
want you to go away from here thinking I’m what 
I seem to be. I had no idea your organization was 
the systematic, business organization I’ve found it to 
be, I never saw anything so smooth. I’m really 
proud to know you fellows. I hope you'll have occa- 
sion to come back here again some time, and when 
you do you'll find us doing some real boosting.” 

This event took place in 1911. In tg15 this city 
of 30,000 people was considerably surprised to read 
in the will of one of its old citizens, just buried, a 
clause bequeathing the sum of $125,000 for the erec- 
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tion of a Young Men’s Christian Association building, 
upon condition that a similar amount be raised by 
residents of the city. 

‘As it happens the donor of that sum was the old 
man who “reckoned” that the other Association 
“didn’t pan out very well,” for which reason he was 
not altogether assured that the projected Associa- 
tion would. But the effect of the convention, private 
conferences, newspaper publicity, and all the other 
factors was to convince the skeptic that such an or- 
ganization was the one best fitted to administer a part 
of his estate after his death. 

It was the steady, constant, every-day attack that 
took this difficult trench and aablel as to plant there 
the seeds that are sprouting into a monument for a 
much-misunderstood old man, as well as a home for 
young men, whose needs should stand above the 
petty strife of politics and the sordid interests of life. 


Detroit, MicH. 
Your Study Bible 
By John Weaver Weddell, D.D. 
hn fe 


But each one should do his own Bible reading, and prayerfully 
and studiously make his own brief markings. Use the ins of 
your Bibles to write in notes such as these articles aes 9 Ene 
eries of your own. Use the upper margins for quotations and 
hints. The lower margins for book outlines and directions. The 
side margins for al notes and references. Name each 
book, and each chapter of each book. Make the Book your 
own. “Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, 
that have I given unto you ” (Josh. | : 3). 


The following plan for marking is helpful : 
At the top of the page—topical notes 
At the bottom—analytical notes. 
At the side—exegetical notes. 
Exegesis is finding Christ in the Word. 
Exposition is preaching Christ from the Word. 














Deuteronomy 
Be: of Remembrance. The Grand Review of 





the Pilgrimage. Key Word: “Observe to do.” 

Key Text, 12:1. It is a kind of “Selah” for the 
heavenward journey. Stop and think, it says to us. 
And then right on, right on to the work! 

The book is made up of three great discourses of 
a the man of God. Chapters 1 to 4, Looking 

ack; chapters 5 to 26, Looking Up; chapters 27 to 
33, Looking Out. Reminiscent; Historical, Propheti- 
cal; and Practical. What better model for preaching, 
or for practising? 

Mark these four wonderful memorial chapters that 
usher in the message. 1, Kadesh Chapter; 2. Seir 
Chapter; 3. Bashan Chapter; 4. Pisgah Chapter. 
Climb and sing—if you know how. It is not easy, 
but with God’s grace it can be done. 


Underscored verses.—Verse 9. “Because the Lord 
hated us” (1:27). Wrong judgment. “Ye have com- 
passed this mountain long enough” (2:3). Move on! 
“Lest thou forget” (4:9). The Use of the Word. 
A hint in the margin is sufficient. 

Chapter 6 is Hinge Chapter. Everything turns 
upon it. “Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one 
Lord.” The first note of the Gospel Bell. Ring it 
out. And then live it out, This is the overcoming 
chapter of the Word. Mark its growth, as follows: 

A rich life: “The land that floweth with milk and 
honey” (v. 3). A gifted life: “To give thee great 
and goodly cities” (v. 10). A holy life: “Thou shalt 
fear the Lord thy God, and serve him” (v. 13). A 
conquering life: “To cast out all thine enemies from 
before thee” (v. 19). An established life: “And he 
brought us out... that he might bring us in” (v. 23). 
Out of Egypt into Canaan. A sure life: “And it 
[he] shall be our righteousness” (v. 25). Find Jesus 
all the way. “Rest and be thankful.” This is holy 
ground. Christ trod it before us. It is from this one 
chapter, known to every son of Israel, that he twice 
quotes (vs. 13-16) in his temptation in the Wilder- 
ness, And Satan fled. It is the sword of the Spirit. 
Try it to-day, th His name, and be a victor in the 
fight. 

It is to be remembered that these discourses were 
spoken to those who were not at Sinai. Therefore 
every loyal Israelite pondered on them, learned them 
by heart. Can we do better? Not if we ourselves 
want a bit of heaven here below. This is the definite 
promise, “As the days of heaven upon earth” (11: 21). 
For a taste of heaven get familiar with Deuteronomy. 
Catch step with Moses and march straight ahead by 
way of the Honey-land. 

“Bredren,” said the colored man at Col. Clark’s 
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Mission, “when I gets to de gates of Heben, if dey 
shuts me out, I’ll say, ‘Anyhow, I had a good time 
gettin here.’” 

Why not? 


“We're traveling through Immanuel’s Land, 
To fairer worlds on high.” 


Book of Moses; Book of God. But who wrote 
this last chapter, recording Moses’ death? What mat- 
ters it? Who wrote the biographical preface of “Pil- 
grim’s Progress”? It is John Bunyan’s matchless 
work still. Criticism has its place. The writer has 
a Bible scored with the critical markings of post- 
graduate days, when he went along the winding ways, 
wondrous for twists and turns, of the documentary 
hypothesis with its composite authorship of the 
Pentateuch. But, after all, one does not think to be 
wiser than Daniel. “As it is written in the law of 
Moses” (Dan. 9:13). And when Jesus himself took 
the Scriptures in hand, he began “at Moses and all 
the prophets” (Luke 24:27), Shall we get anywhere 
with God’s Word unless we begin right? And the 
book of Moses makes a pretty good beginning. 

Comparative religion also has its place, and the 
study of ancient literature. What use did Moses 
make of tradition? It is an interesting study; we 
find the libraries full of it; and who does not wish to 
know all that is being said on so great a theme as 
the Bible and its contributory sources? But what of 
it all? Simply this: There are other ancient cults, 
other ancient religions. ‘There are curious resem- 
blances to the Biblical narrative here and there, 
though generally: very crude and quite racial. Did 
Moses borrow from them, as alleged? By no means. 
There was an original tradition of first things, the 
common possession of mankind, coming down through 
the centuries. Each civilization adopted and made 
more or less intelligent, more or less crass, use of this 
prior data, To Moses it was given under the inspi- 
ration of God to cull and sift all such early material, 
and, moved of the Holy Ghost, to give us the cleansed 
and chastened story of the past in such a way as that 
the children of men in all climes and all ages might 
have the truth and might read aright of God’s hand 
with this old world in the beginning of days. 


CLEVELAND, OHIO. 





Our Progress in Church Acoustics 


By Professor Wallace C. Sabine, A.M., D.S. 


Dean of Harvard Scientific School, Author 
of “‘ Architectural Acoustics” 





increasing attention in recent years in America. 

Within a few decades the church has greatly 
enlarged its scale of architecture. It has passed from 
a small auditorium of—in general, not always of 
course—nondescript architecture, and of far from 
fireproof construction, to an auditorium conforming 
to the most dignified architectural conditions in scale 
and proportion and built of durable and fireproof 
material. 

Of course in so doing it has sought to retain the 
spoken sermon as an integral part of the service. On 
the other hand this scale of architecture and these 
materials have ever had the effect of making the ser- 
mon a subordinate part of the service through its 
ed acoustical qualities, as is evidenced by every 

uropean experience, For a moment there threat- 
ened a situation in which a choice would have to be 
made between good architecture and good acoustics. 
No one was more quick to recognize this than the 
architects themselves, and, mainly because of their 
interest and through their stimulus, the problem of 
architectural acoustics has been investigated to the 
end that now good architecture is entirely compati- 
ble with good acoustics. Architectural acoustics from 
an accepted mystery became a precise science. 

Every such problem of acoustics involves consider- 
ation not merely of the dimensions and the form of 
the auditorium,—whether it is entirely domical in 
form, whether it is a nave and transept, whether 
over the crossing there is or is not a tower, whether 
or not there is a chancel and the depth of the chancel, 
whether or not there is a gallery,—but also, and this 
has not before been recognized, the materials of 
which it is composed. 

Taking all these factors into consideration, it is 
possible to calculate with the accuracy of any engi- 
neering science the loudness of the sound in the 
room, the echoes, resonance, and reverberation. 

The truth of this was first shown in the correction 
of many auditoriums, whether used for the spoken 
service or for music; and among these many audi- 
toriums the most notable and perhaps the most nu- 
merous were churches. After the science had devel- 
oped itself and demonstrated itself in. the correction 
of auditoriums, it was extended, again through the 

_ support_of the architectural profession, to the deter- 
mination in advance of construction, There need not 
be the slightest dcubt when the plans of a church are 
drawn as to whether it will or will not have good 
acoustics. 

The important point to be borne in mind is that 


Tie problem of church acoustics has received 
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every auditorium as an acoustical problem involves 
three factors: scale, form, and material. If any one 
of these factors is determined by other consider- 
ations, such for example as the scale by the size of 
the audience to be accommodated, or the form by the 
type of architecture adopted, or the material by con- 
siderations of expense,—if one of the three is de- 
termined, latitude in the other two will permit of a 
solution of the architectural problem to yield good 
acoustics. Even if two of the factors are determined, 
liberty of adaptation in the third alone will often per- 
mit the securing of good results. 
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But acoustical conditions are dependent upon real 
conditions in the auditorium. Changes in the acous- 
tics of a building either as built or as planned must 


be based upon real changes either in the structure or . 


in the plans and specifications. These changes may 
or may not make a difference in the appearance of 
the building,—often they do not, Nevertheless the 
differences are physically real, and when not ap- 
parent, as by a change in form, they depend upon a 
change in the material and the reflecting power of 
the walls and ceiling. 
Boston, Mass. 
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Plans Live Pastors are Using 
To add the needed human touch 





A Minister’s Cradle Roll by Post 


N THE sparsely settled parishes which at first 

were put into my charge the ordinary plan of con- 
ducting a Cradle Roll, especially visiting the chil- 
dren on their birthdays, was impossible. It seemed, 
also, next to impossible to get some one who was 
capable, methodical, and who had the interest and 
the time to do the work in even a small section of 
the country around, 

I therefore centralized the work in my own hands, 
and made up a worth-while list of names, Monday 
morning is my time for attending to this work. 
Although prepared then, I only mail on the days the 
letters are due to be sent. The “first letter with a 
stamp on” received by a child is an event in his life, 
and that is what most of my letters are. I usually 
add a personal message to every card, written quite 
as much for parents’ as for child’s sake, and I am 
careful to sign my name with readable clearness. 

The plan seems invaluable. It seems, at a time of 
bad weather and bad roads, almost to count for a 
visit. The written message remains, and has a 
pleasant effect long after the occasion is past. 

My “Font Roll,” which resembles the Cradle Roll 
in many respects, is similarly effective in linking up 
child and church. The Font Roll is an annual re- 
membrance of the baptism of the child, sent out on 
the anniversary of that event, All these plans cost 
no more in one year than two trips made by a horse, 
but reach ten times as many people—The Rev. R. F. 
Nie, Beamsville, Ontario, Can. 


How One Pastor Did It 


N VISITING a large Sunday-school in one of our 

Eastern cities I noticed the splendid quality and 
efficiency of the men and women who taught. All 
seemed to be in closest sympathy with their classes 
and to be identified with them in a very natural and 
effective way. Upon inquiry I learned that the pastor, 
for over twenty-five years, had quietly trained almost 
all these young people. He had not had large addi- 
tions to his church, but there had been a steady, faith- 
ful growth throughout the years. As the boys and 

irls confessed Christ they were guided and trained. 
Fast at the time they felt ready to graduate away 
from the school they were made to feel responsible 
for the younger scholars, Many became members of 
training classes, the pastor himself conducting a most 
successful one for years. This resulted in a large 
corps of trained teachers. 

Although the church started as a mission, to-day it 
is self-supporting and doing definite missionary work 
for others. Teachers are no longer required from 
the mother church. The superintendent, officers, and 
teachers, almost_ without exception, ha.e been trained 
in the school itself. And in method, grade, and 
ability the school has become an exhibition of eff- 
ciency. 

Never dreaming of making a record, the pastor 
has attained a result, and has quietly solved the prob- 
lem.—John Timothy Stone, D.D., Chicago, IIl. 
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Put the Flowers on the Pulpit 
Instead of the Grave 
a* EFFECTIVE way of providing flowers for the 


regular church services consists in an arrange- 
ment whereby the friends and members volunteer to 
bring a bouquet to the church instead of the ceme- 
tery.on the Sunday nearest the anniversary of the 
death of a loved one. Those desiring to pay this 
tribute to the memory of their dead communicate 
their wishes to the flower committee. If there is a 
church bulletin it is a pleasing courtesy as well as a 
matter of interest to announce the donor of the 
flowers and the loved one in whose memory they 
are brought. 
After the flowers have brightened the chancel and 





seoteunet the hearts of the worshippers they can 
pressed into further service by being taken to the 
sick and sorrowing. These memorial flowers have 
the twofold usefulness of ministering to the living 
and commemorating the dead. Surely they fulfil their 
mission better in this way than if they were dedi- 
cated alone to one’s selfish sorrow.—Alice Crowell 
Hoffman, York, Pa. 


A Pastor’s Home-made Anniversary Book 


Azer years ago I began one of the best efficiency 
devices or practises of my ministry, which I call 
my Anniversary Book. After thinking the matter 
over and getting all the suggestions I could from 
similar plans, I had printed to order five hundred 
ruled foolscap sheets, seven and one-half by eleven 
and one-half inches, with the following headings, 
after leaving a space at the left for binding margin: 
Name; Address; Year; Remarks. 

Using a Grip Binder, I bound 366 of these: sheets, 
one for every day of the year, indexing them for the 
months with Dennison Index tabs, and dating each 
with the month and. day, using a small rubber ‘stamp. 

I was now ready for my entries. From my. Loose- 
leaf Family Record I entered. the names. of my,mem- 
bers under the proper dates for their birthdays, and, 
when both husband and wife are members of my 
church, I enter the wedding anniversary. One can 
enter also important events, such as beginning school, 
high school, some business venture, a new position, 
etc. A sample page will illustrate: 


Nov. 10. 





Name Appress [Year] Remarks 
Joseph V. Birch, Oakton, Va. | 1902}. Birthday 
Mr. and Mis, H. Brown, | Ballston, Va. | 1916] Wedding 
Miss Carrie Ball, Vienna, Va. [1915] Eat'd Coll. 


























At the end of each month I take my Anniversary 
Book, go over the record for the coming month, and 
make out my birthday cards, or cards of congratu- 
lation, and date them ready for mailing. 

The Prince Message Cards, published by George 
G. Prince, 115 Lancaster Avenue, Buffalo, New York, 
and the Owen Post Cards, published by The Crescent 
Company, 109 Sibley Block, Rochester, New York, 
are, I believe, the best on the market, 

The use of this system has not only brought sur- 
prises and joy to the recipients of the cards, but much 
pleasure to me, which is ample compensation for its 
cost. I have had calls over the ‘phone, letters, pos- 
tals, and personal acknowledgments of these remetm- 
brances, and in some instances I was the only one 
who remembered the birthdays. This adds the hu- 
man touch which is so much appreciated and needed 
in these days.—The Rev. Merritt Earl, Falls Church, 
Virginia, 
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A Little Verse for the Church Folder 


Te bit of singularly appropriate verse appeared 
in the folders of certain Birmingham and Atlanta 
churches, and is passed on as worthy of still wider 
usefulness. ‘One of the Birmingham congregations 
is so pleased by it and so feels the need of its kindly 
admonitions that it is having it put upon a card in 
attractive type and framed for hanging in the vesti- 
bule of its auditorium. 
The wise little verse reads: 
If after kirk you bide a wee, there’s some wad like to speak 


to ye; 
If after kirk you rise and flee, we'll all seem cold and stiff 


to ye. 
The one that’s in the seat wi’ ye is stranger here than you, 
maybe. 


All here has got their fears and cares; add you your soul 
unto our prayers, 
Be you our angel unawares! 


—Lee McCrae, Orange, Cal. 






































LESSON FOR FEB. 24 (Mark ¢ : 21-34) 
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LESSON 8. FEBRUARY 24. JESUS TEACHING BY PARABLES: TMi Sncso% 


Mark 4 : 21-34 


x Golden Text.—The earth shall be full of the knowledge of Jehovah, as the waters cover the sea.—Isa. 11 : 9 









The Lesson Pilot 
By Charlies Gallaudet Trumbull 
Getting Started in Class 

CERTAIN minister, dean of a Bible School, 
supplied the pulpit of an out-of-town church 
during a recent summer; and he said of the 
congregation he found there that they had been so 
well taught that he could give them strong meat, and 

was able to leave his milk bottle at home! 
Do we know what he meant,—what Scripture he 
was thinking of? Are we, in this Sunday-school 
class, limited to a milk diet, or are we able to take 


meat? The Lord “spake . .. the word unto them, 


_ as they were able to hear it’ (v. 33). The apostle 


Paul rebuked some Christians, in one of his letters 
to them, saying, “I fed you with milk, not with meat; 
for ye were not able to bear it.” And he had just 
explained: “And I, brethren, could not speak unto 
uu as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, as unto 
bes in Christ” (1 Cor. 3:1, 2). Have some one 
read aloud also Hebrews 5: 12-14. 


Our Background Material 


Is the class familiar with some of the differences in 
~  aegime and purpose of the four different Gos- 

s 

“Matthew undoubtedly wrote for the Jews, and 
this is the reason why there are so many references 
to, and quotations from, the Old Testament. Luke 
seems to have had the Greeks particularly in view, 
for the element of perfect manliness is a special 
feature of the portrait he draws of Christ, and is in 
harmony with the highest ideals of the Greeks. John 
writes with the definite purpose of leading to faith 
in Christ (20:31), and, as such, his Gospel. would 
be particularly appropriate to men of all races who 
exercised faith in Jesus Christ. Mark is undoubtedly 
written in such a way as to impress the Romans, for 
as the average Roman cared little for teaching, but 
a great deal for action, the deeds of Christ are em- 
phasized in this Gospel rather than his words.” 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those pet san will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

Most people quote the verse, “For there is noth- 
ing hid, save that it should be manifested; neither 
was anything made: secret but that it should come to 
light” (v. 22), as though it meant that all hidden sin 
will eventually be disclosed. But is that what Jesus 
is talking about here? Have the class consider this 
carefully, also the similar passage in Matthew 10: 
26, 27 and Luke 12:2, 3. No, it is light and truth 
that Jesus is saying will not be permanently hidden, 
though it is concealed for the time being. Parables, 
we remember from last week’s study, were inténded 
to conceal truth as well as to illustrate it (vs. 11, 12). 
But the concealing by parabolic teaching, our Lord 
now explains, is only for a while (Dr. Griffith 
Thomas, I, 2, 3). Even those who reject the Truth, 
or Christ himself (John 14:6), shall some day be 
forced to recognize him even though they do not 
accept him (Phil. 2: 9-11). 

But the temporary concealing of truth relieves no 
human being from moral responsibility. Jesus makes 
that very plain now, in verses 23-25. His earlier word 
in verses 10-12, as Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 1) points 
out, might have been misunderstood unless our Lord 
had guarded against any misunderstanding as he does 
here. Moral responsibility for hearing is well illus- 
trated by the word of a little girl (Illustration Round 
Table, 1). 

What is the kingdom of God? Most people’s ideas 
on this are hazy or incorrect, ~ Make it very plain to 
the class, after a careful study of the statement in 
“Notes on Open Letters” in this issue. 

We should praise God that his kingdom grows in 
the blessed, steady, irresistible increase that is the 
message of verses 26-29. And this growth is inde- 
pendent of man’s efforts (Dr. Griffith Thomas, I, 
4, 5). Yet God uses men to bring fellow-men into 
the kingdom of God. 

Now for -the misunderstood mustard seed parable. 
Plainly it does not refer, as so many have carelessly 
supposed, to the gradual increase of Christianity, or 
the church of Christ, here on this earth until the 
whole earth is filled with blessing and righteousness. 
There is no message in the Bible that that is the 
course of Christianity in this age. What the mustard 
seed parable does mean is explained fully by Dr. 
Griffith Thomas (I, 6): the growth of “professing” 
Christianity, even though including the true church 
of Christ, until it becomes a great apostate religious 





Devotional Reading :- Isa. 11 : 1-x0. 
’ Material for Teachers: Matt. 13 : 24-50; Isa. 2: 2-4; 
Piet 19-68 Eres at : 1-8, 22-27; Uh 
; a Growing. 
Lesson Material : ark 4 : 26-34. 
Memory Verse: Jesus adv in wisdom and stature, and 
in favor with od and men.— Luke 2 : 52. 


ty ey F 13 : 31, 32. aa 


Additional Material: Matt 13 : 24-50; Isa. 2 : 2-4; 1” : 1-10; 
Rev. az : 1-8. 





system sheltering evil and false teachings of many. 








21 And he said unto them, Is the lamp brought to be put 
under the bushel, or under the bed, and not to be put on 
the stand? 22 For there is nothing hid, save that it should 
be manifested; neither was anything made secret, but that 
it should come to light. 23 If any man hath ears to hear, 
let him hear. 24 And he said unto them, Take heed what ye 
hear: with what measure ye mete it shall be measured unto 
you; and more shall be given unto you. 25 For he that 
hath, to him shall be given: and he that hath not, from him 
shall be taken away even that which he hath. 

26 And he said, So is the kingdom of God, as if a man 
should cast seed upon the earth; 27 and should sleep and 
rise night and day, and the seed should spring up and 
grow, he knoweth not how. 28 The earth ! beareth fruit of 
herself; first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in 
the ear. 29 But when the fruit *is ripe, straightway he 
® putteth forth the sickle, because the harvest is come. 

30 And he. said, How shall we liken the kingdom of God? 
or in what parable shall we set it forth? 3: *It is like a 
grain of mustard seed, which, when it is sown upon the 
earth, though it be less than all the seeds that are upon 
the earth, 32 yet when it is sown, groweth up, and be- 
cometh greater than all the herbs, and putteth out great 
branches; so that the birds of the heaven can lodge under 
the shadow thereof. 

33 And with many such parables spake he the word unto 
them, as they were able to hear it; 34 and without a para- 
ble spake he not unto them: but privately to his own dis- 
ciples he expounded all things. 


10Or, yieldeth ?Or, alloweth *Or, sendeth forth ‘Gr. 
As unto. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








sorts. Dr. Scofield’s lesson article in this issue alsé 
makes plain the vital distinction between the church 
or body of Christ, and the “kingdom of heaven in 
mystery.” Let the class frankly discuss the condition 
of Christianity as a religious system in the world at 
— (Luke 18:8; 2 Tim, 3: 1-5, 12, 13; Jude 
17, 18). 

In the Additional Material for Teachers, the tares 
in Matthew 13:24-50 describe the growth and the 
increase of the good and the bad together, as Dr. 
Griffith Thomas (II, 8) points out. 

“In the early centuries of Church history, when 
persecution had failed to exterminate the light of 
the Gospel, Satan tried by other means to weaken its 
power and mar its testimony. The Church became 
mixed with the world and soon strove after political 
power. It wanted to be like the other kingdoms, and 
indeed to rule over them. Various historians, view- 
ing the spread of so-called Christianity from different 
standpoints, look upon this growth as a triumph or 
as a disaster, and in their contrary opinions represent 
the two lines of interpretation of the parable. Was 
the so-called conversion of Constantine a triumph or 
a calamity? ... 

“As we compare the mustard seed with the trees of 
the wood, we are reminded of the bramble in Jotham’s 
parable (Judges 9:7-14) that wished to rule over 
the other trees, and invited them to come and put 
their trust in its shadow. Here we have an herb that 
tries to be a tree. It endeavors to be like the trees 
of the wood. Much mischief was done by the 
Church wanting to assume political power and con- 
stantly struggling for supremacy.” (From “The 
Study of the Parables,” by Ada R. Habershon.) 


The Truth that Is Golden 


The “alls” that belong to Christians are wonderful! 
“Privately to his own disciples he expounded all 
things” (v. 34). Have we realized how blessed it is 
to be a disciple of Christ? When we are disciples— 
which means more than merely saved believers; it 
means abiding in him and going on learning new 
things from him every day—we have his fellowship 
and teaching’ privately. We can go apart by our- 
selves alone with our Lord. Nothing can take the 
place of private fellowship with the Lord, as Dr. 
Griffith Thomas (IV, 10) shows. 


“And he walks with me, and he talks with me, 
And he tells me I am his own, 
And the joy that we share as we tarry there, 
None other has ever known.” 


Those are the times we begin to enter into our all 
things. “For all things are yours ... and ye are 


Christ’s; and Christ is God’s” (1 Cor. 3:21). 
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 





Christ, who hath blessed us with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly places in Christ” (Eph. 1: 3). 
™ Y; God shall ome wor? need of yours according 
to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4: 19). 
“And God is able to make all grace abound unto you; 
that ye, having always all sufficiency in everything, 
may abound unto every good work” (2 Cor. é: 8). 
The Holy Spirit is the member of the Godhead 
who is our present marvelous companion and teacher 
and comforter; for “the Comforter, even the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, 
he shall teach you all things, and bring to your re- 
membrance all that I said unto you” (John 14: 26). 
“Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he 
shall guide you into all the truth” (John 16: 13). 
No wonder we can say with Paul, “Rejoice in the 
Lord always: again I will say, Rejoice” (Phil. 4:4). 


Teaching Points 

We cannot, with our little, limited human minds, 
reconcile or understand God’s sovereignty or fore- 
ordination with man’s free will and moral respon- 
sibility ; nevertheless God’s Word declares them both; 
and therefore we must and can believe both without 
attempting to understand. 

Man has a free will to decide whether he will hear, 
and what he will hear; upon his free-will choice 
depend God’s dealings with him. 

What environment will not do, and what it will do, 
in the Christian life (Mrs. Askew, 1, 2) 

Man “knoweth not how” ‘the kingdom of God 
grows and matures and ripens (v. 27). But man 
does not need to know. He is simply to do his part, 
and praise that God’s part is being wonderfully done. 

Why the seed of life is so important; the supreme 
necessity of being born again (Mr. Rogers,-1, 2). 

But being born again no more insures a good har- 
vest than does planting a seed; what more is neces- 
sary (Mr. Rogers, 3, 4). 

Jesus adapted his teachings to his hearers’ ability 
(v. 33). That is the way God tenderly deals with 
us all (John 16:12). 

There are three periods or ages before us in this 
lesson: the present Gospel Age; the coming millen- 
nial or Kingdom Age; and the eternal glory beyond 
that (Dr, Griffith Thomas, II, 9). Let us be careful 
to recognize that the Scripture material in Isaiah 
2: 2-4 and 11: 1-10 does not refer to the present age 
of grace in which we are living, but is a prophecy 
of the next age, after the church has been caught up 
out of this world (Dr. Griffith Thomas, I, 7; and 
his Section II, Additional Material for Teachers). 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

At what time is everything to be manifested and 
come to light? (v. 22.) 

Does the expression “If any man hath ears to 
hear” mean that some men do not have ears to hear? 

Can unsaved persons give light to others? 

Is it unfair to give more to those who have most? 

Define in a brief sentence the kingdom of God. 

When is the harvest to’come, in the kingdom of 
God? (v. 29.) 

In what other passages of the Bible are “birds” 
mentioned symbolically, and with what meaning? 

Why was it that “without a parable spake he not 
unto them”? 


Did the disciples have an unfair advantage over 
others? (v. 34.) 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


{For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
’ preparation.] 


Jesus Bringing Peace (Mark 4: 35 to 5: 28). 


It is great to revel in the omnipotence of Jesus! 
Man has never been able to tame the elements; 
Jesus did. Still more helpless is man before evil 
spirits ; they obeyed Jesus. It is a wonderful Saviour 
who has made. himself responsible for our safe 
keeping. 

Would the boat have been swamped if they had 
not awakened Jesus? ‘ 

Why did he “rebuke” the wind? 

Were the disciples wrong to be fearful? 

Was it this man’s fault that he was demon-pos- 
sessed ? 

How were the demons able to recognize Jesus? 

Why did our Lord permit this miracle to be de- 
structive of property? 

PHILADELPHIA. 





The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


Date.—A. D. 28. 


Mark’s Gospel.—In the third period of the min- 
’ istry in Galilee (3: 1g to 6:6). 
"Books on the Lesson—Vollmer, “Students’ Life of 
Christ” (Fleming H. Revell, New York, $1.25 net), 
PP. 133-137; Riddle, “Outline Harmony of the Gos- 
pels” (The Sunday School Times Company, 25 cents), 
sections 56, 57; Croscup, “Historical Charts of the 
Life and Ministry of Christ” (The Sunday School 
Times, $1), sections 63, 64; Smith, “Students’ Illus- 
trated Historical Geography of the Holy Land” (The 
Sunday School Times, 75 cents), Index, Lake of 
Galilee. There are several important books on the 
arables: “Notes on the Parables,” by Richard C 
rench (Revell, $1 net) ; “The Parabolic Teaching ot 
Christ,” by Bruce (George H. Doran Company, New 
York, $1.50 net) ; “The Parables of Our Saviour,” by 
* W. M. Taylor (Doran, 60 cents net). 


I. The Lesson’s Main Message 


The Pointed Application (vs. 21-25). After the 
parable of the sower, Christ proceeded to guard 
against any misunderstanding of verses 10-12 by 
showing the responsibility of hearing. First must 
come life, and then testimony will follow (v. 21). 
Privilege is thus always associated with responsibility, 
and the words “fruit” and “light” suggest the witness 
of the life towards God and man. The “lamp” rep- 
resents the Word and the “stand” the hearers. The 
bushel is a Latin measure (literally, modius), con- 
sisting of about a peck or quarter-bushel. This 
Latinism suggests Mark’s purpose in writing to the 
Romans, as is also the allusion to “under the bed,” 
which must mean the Roman raised couch and not 
the Oriental mat. (1) 

The picture of a Galilean home is very vivid. The 
reason for letting the light shine is then indicated 
(v. 21), perhaps to correct or safeguard against a 
wrong view of verse 11. A parable is only hidden 
for a while, and at length its message is to be re- 
vealed. (2) 

In verse 23 another special application is made, as 
in verse 9 (Deut. 29: 3; Isa. 6: 10; Ezek. 3:27). We 
are to take care “what we hear” (v. 24), and also 
“how” (Luke 8:18), thereby showing the impor- 
tance both of the meaning and the method of listen- 
ing (Heb. 2:1, 2). This is necessary, because we 
shall only get that measure of truth which we really 
desire to learn, Attention to teaching will be the 
measure of profit, and then will come addition to 
our information. This is according to what has 
been called “the law of spiritual capital” (v. 25), a 
statement found four times on Christ’s lips (Matt. 
13: 12; 25: 29; Luke 19: 26). (3) 

The solemn thought is that if we do not use we 
lose, that capacity and incapacity are intimately re- 
lated through faithfulness. A modern version of 
this truth is seen in the words, “nothing succeeds like 


success.” The principle is found in connection with 
physical, intellectual, social, moral, and_ spiritual 
facts. The more we use the more we gain; the less 


we use, the more we lose. 

The Precious Revelation (vs. 26-29). At this point 
Christ seems to be intent on encouraging his dis- 
ciples, after the somewhat discouraging truths indi- 
cated m the earlier verses. Notwithstanding all the 
failure implied in the parable of the sower, and in 
the face of the absolute necessity of faithfulness in 
life and testimony, the disciples are reminded that 
God’s kingdom will make progress, even if human 
agency is limited. The Divine seed has life and will 
grow and bear fruit. Man has to sow and also to 
reap; but in the time between the growth is virtually 
independent of him and is connected with the soil, the 
sun, and the showers. (4) 

The earth is said to bring forth of herself, auto- 
matically, spontaneously, in relation to man (Isa, 55: 
10, 11; Zech. 4:6); and in the kingdom of God, be- 
tween the sowing:and the reaping, there is the blessed 
and continual work of the Holy Spirit, which is very 
largely independent of human effort. Paul may plant 
sal Apollos may water, but it is God who gives the 
increase (1 Cor. 3:6, 7). This lesson of the cer- 
tainty of God’s seed producing fruit would be a very 
cheering and truly valuable revelation to the dis- 
ciples, both of the mystery and possibility of the 
grace of God, and it was this precious revelation 
that Christ intended for his disciples’ encouragement. 
The parable is particularly appropriate to Mark’s 
Gospel as the Gospel of Service. (5) 

The Powerful Propagation (vs. 30-32). Then from 
the inward Christ proceeds to show an outward de- 
velopment and progress. 

Proceeding point by point, we notice that the 
“field” in which the seed is sown agrees with the 
field of the first two parables (Matt. 13), the world. 
Then in Palestine the mustard seed develops into a 
herb, but, apparently, never into a tree, and this is 
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important, because as an herb never becomes trans- 
formed into a tree, we seem to notice something ab- 
normal, unnatural, in the development. The growth 
is disproportionate, and we have. “a rden-shrub 
outdoing itself.” Then, too, the “fowls” or “birds” 
that lodge in the branches represent the exact phrase 
found in the first parable descriptive of Satan. It is, 
therefore, suggested that we have here an illustration 
of the abnormal growth of Christianity and its false 
greatness in the ages from the fourth century on- 
wards, with the awful fact of its sheltering evil by 
reason of the patronage of the Church by the Roman 
Emperors and the condition of the Western Church 
under the Papacy. All this indicates a false great- 
ness, which seems to be shown by the fowls of the 
air who are lodgers, not branches of the tree (Ezek. 
31: 3-6; Dan. 4: 20-22). (6) 

A Devotional Reading is given (Isa. 11: 1-10), 
which records a vivid picture of a time still future 
and to be fulfilled in that millennial period which is 
coming td the earth. Nothing like: it has ever been 
fulfilled in the present Gospel dispensation, nor can 
this possibly take place in the future of this dispen- 
sation, since the dispensation is to end in catastrophe 
and judgment (Matt. 24: 1-31). (7) 


Il, Additional Material for Teachers 

Matthew 13: 24-50; Isaiah 2: 2-4; Ezekiel 47: 1-12; 
Revelation 21; 1-8, 22-27; 22: 1-5. 

The Additional Material for Teachers covers sev- 
eral important passages: 


i. The parable of the tares (Matt. 13: 24-50), ex- 
pressive of the two great and fundamental principles 
of good and evil, which exist side by side in the pres- 
ent dispensation, but.will one day be absolutely and 
eternally separated. There were two sowings, one by 
Christ and the other by Satan, and only growth could 
reveal what the latter had done. Time alone reveals 
the reality of evil, and one day there will be perfect 
and permanent division. Thus, as seen last week, 
there was a threefold difference between wheat and 
tares: in nature; in form; in destiny. (8) 

2. Isaiah 2: 2-4 is another picture of the great fu- 
ture with special reference to the Jews. It must not 
be spiritualized, because the references to Jerusalem 
are so definite. 


3. Ezekiel 47: 1-12 is a third picture of the future 
time, presumably after the Church of God has been 
taken away (1 Thess. 4). The section is part of 
Ezekiel’s vision of the temple and seems to refer 
to the life of the Jews in Palestine during the mil- 
lennial period. 

4. Revelation 21:1-8, 22-27; 22:1-5 is a picture 
of the ‘eternal future after the millennium and when 
“God shall be all in all” (1 Cor. 15:28). Thus, tak- 
ing all the passages together, we have the three peri- 
ods implied: (1) the present Gospel dispensation of 
sowing and growing; (2) the future millennial glory 
on earth; (3) the eternal glory in heaven. (9) 


Ill. The Graded Topics 


Intermediate Topic: The Importance of Small Be- 
ginnings. (Memory Verses: Matt. 13: 31, 32. Addi- 
tional Material: Matt. 13: 24-50; Isa. 2:2-4; II: 
1-10; Rev. 21: 1-8), 

There are many illustrations in history of this 
principle of a small commencement and a great de- 
velopment. Luther began by protesting against 
abuses, and yet his movement has led to an entire 
revolution during the last four centuries, so that we 
may speak of the Reformation as the beginning of 
the modern world. John Wesley and two or three 
friends commenced very quietly in Oxfo:a 320 o45n- 
don in the eighteenth century, and yet the Method.s* 
Church is one of the greatest to-day. William © rey 
felt drawn towards missions in India, and in spite of 
rebuffs and rebukes he went forward under great 
difficulties, until at length he became one of the 
greatest and best-known men in India, while Indian 
missions to-day after more than a century are among 
the greatest results in the kingdom of God. So with 
individual life; if only it is faithful to God, it will 
grow and make progress, and we are able to say, as 
we contemplate results, “what hath God wrought!” 
(see Psa. 72: 16.) 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


1. The Position. “Disciples.”- The word “disciple” 
means “learner,” and this is the basis of everything. 
If we would understand Christ’s truth, we must be- 
come learners in his school and be “his own” dis- 
ciples. “The love of Jesus, what it is, none but his 
loved ones know.” 

2. The Place. “Privately.” This phrase is fre- 
quently found in the Gospels and. indicates Christ’s 
way of life for himself and for his followers (Matt: 
14:13, 233; 17:1, 19; 20:17; 24:3). Nothing can 
make up for this personal and private fellowship 
with Christ, if we are to learn what he has to teach. 
“In the secret of his presence” is the one require- 
ment (Psa. 25:14; Amos 3:7). As Tennyson says, 
“Solitude is the mother-country of the strong.” (10) 

3. The Privilege. “He expounded all things.” 
Thus they learned the meaning of these parables and 
entered into our Lord’s view of the situation. Christ 
still explains to his true followers what they. desire 
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to know, if only they will take time to be with him 
“privately.” Among the “all things” that he ex- 
pounded that day we may think of these: life (v. 26) ; 
testimony (v. 21); faithfulness (v. 24) ;-growth (v. 
7: — (v. 28); fruitfulness (v. 29); peril 
v. 32). 
V. The Lesson Outlined 

1. The Pointed Application (vs, 21-25; Acts 2: 
37-47). 

*. he Precious Revelation (vs. 26-29; Zech. 4: 
I-14). 

. = Powerful Propagation (vs. 30-32; Isa. 61: 
I-11). 

4. The Private Interpretation (vs. 33, 34; Luke 2: 
40-52). 
VI. Leading Questions 

What truth is taught in verses 21, 22? What is the 
connection with the preceding verse? 

What is meant by “lamp” and “stand”? 

How does verse 24 apply to the parable of the 
sower? 

Compare verses 26-29 with verses 3-8 and note 
points of comparison and contrast. 

What principle is taught as to the limitation of the 
farmer’s work? 

What features of the seed are suggested by these 
three parables? 


What is taught in each about the kingdom of God? 

What may be learned about the growth of the 
mustard seed? ; 

Distinguish between Christ’s treatment of the mul- 
titude and his disciples, and explain the reason. 


Wycuirre CoLLece, Toronto. 
we 


The Prophecy in This Lesson 
By C. I. Scofield, D.D. 


HERE can be no better opportunity than that 

afforded by this lesson for a brief summary of an 
extremely important part of the prophetic ministry 
of the Lord Jesus. As noted in the comment on our 
preceding lesson, the point in question is the distinc- 
tion between the kingdom of heaven and the church. 
Confusion here leads to confusion throughout the 
entire New Testament, 

If teacher and class will turn to. a simple. reading 
of the thirteenth chapter of .Maithew, and: follow it 
by reading the twelfth chapter of First Corinthians, 
verses 12, 13, the distinction will be apparent. For 
in Matthew 13 the seven great kingdom parables are 
brought together and set in due order, while in the 
reference to First Corinthians 12 the true church is 
described. The kingdom of heaven in its present or 
“mystery” form is the sphere of Christian profession 
in this age. There true children of the kingdom and 
mere professors are mixed together in a resemblance 
so close that only the angels can discern them. That 
mixture is Satan’s work. He sows “tares” among the 
wheat. It is not mere wicked men in the world that 
are referred to, but unconverted men who profess to 
be Christians,—bad fish mingled with the good in the 
Gospel net. 

In striking contrast is the true church composed 
of believers united by the Holy Spirit into an organ- 
ism—not organization—of which the human body is 
the illustration, Speaking broadly the visible or pro- 
fessing church stands for the kingdom of heaven in 
mystery, while the “children of the kingdom,” bap- 
tized into one body by the Spirit, form the church 
“mystery” (Eph. 3: 1-10). 

Dovuctaston, Lone Istanp, N. Y. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Secret of Thrift.—For he that hath, to him 
shall be given (v. 25). “Him what has gits,” as Sam 
Husk used to say. Here is the one thing every man 
with the bump of credence is bound to admit. At 
least in Coatesville. No bachelor uncle in California 
ever dies and leaves a fortune to the fellow who has 
never learned to save anything, Only here last week 
an old woman who had no near kin left her fortune 
to a man who had just made a little fortune on a 
real estate deal. Folks send the fruit to neighbors 
who have the means to buy bushels of fruit. Since 
you fellows must admit from your own knowledge 
that Jesus’ statement is true, what ‘hen must you do to 
obtain desirable things? If it is money you want 
you must cut out tobacco, ‘sodas, joy rides, and all 
money-burning tomfoolery, and buckle right down 
to inch bone self-denial until you save a “nest-egg” 
Not till then does the old goose come toddling along 
to lay the golden egg. It is God’s plan that every man 
and woman shall enjoy the best in life. But itis for 
you to make the start. Heaven has no gifts for shift- 
lessness. Prudence is both good sense and good re- 
ligion (Prov. 21:20; Matt. 25:22, 23, 28). If there 























LESSON FOR FEB. 24 (Mark 4: 21-34) 


»were not divine reasons for being a: 
Christian and careful of talents it would 
be worth while simply to fall in line with 
-this universal law. “Sharpen ur 
ears,” says the Master in verse 23, Then 
while you listen gives you this verse 25. 
Nail it and then clinch! 


“Fancy Farmin’.”—First the blade, 
then the ear, then the full grain in the 
ear (v. 28). Growth. The delight of 
every “boss” is to watch his youngsters 
grow am develop.. First the green 
young blade ~f an office boy as he pops 
up in all his freshness, alert (or not!) 
to keep his mouth shut, and to do hon- 
estly and quickly what he is told to do. 
After that keeping in the sunlight of 
Heaven and lovingly watered by the 
home counsel, until the straight stalk 
with its tasselled top and silky ears be- 
comes the “Old Man’s” pride. Then 
comes the full grain in the ear, the fine 
courtesy, the clean books kept, the splen- 
did machines turned out, the big sales 
made, the good customers won, the ac- 
curate work done. Then comes «the 
moving of traps to the inner office, the 
stepping into the superintendency, the 
filling of the manager’s chair, the fine 
home on the avenue, the eldership in the 
church, a leading citizen in the com- 
munity. THE REAL AMERICAN MAN. 
This is God’s plan for every one of you 
fellows. But he can’t do it for you 
without you. A father can’t give his 
boy an education, no matter how rich, 
or however much he loves the boy, un- 
less the boy is smart enough to want an 
education. Of course not; well, here is 
how you start (Matt. 6: 33). 


“How They Grow.”—It is like a grain 
of mustard seed (v. 31). One of the 
marvels of our modern life is the great 
industries that have sprung from trifles. 
And the thousands of comfortable 
“birds” now roosting in the branches of 
these “mustard trees.” You know lots. 
I'll just start you. Bessemer found he 
could turn uncertain and brittle cast- 
iron into tough steel by melting the iron 
and: blowing air through it. Behold the 
great steel industry, paying out its mil- 
lions in big wages and making sober 
and thrifty working men rich and com- 
fortable. Bell adjusting a screw the 
ten-thousandth part of an inch and be- 
hold the great telephone system, with 
its beautiful buildings and thousands of 
happy, well-cared-for hello girls. The 
dancing lid of a boiling tea-kettle set a 


mustard seed idea dancing in the brain 
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of an English Christian, and behold the 
great commercial and industrial devel- 
opment that has put the comforts of 
kings in the homes of peasants. The 
bursting of a kerosene lamp explodes an 
idea in the head of Otto, a German 
Christian, that in the s engine is 

ing for the good social condi- 
tions, and has conquered the heights of 
the air and the depths of the sea. And 
has founded industries so enormous and 
growing that men stand in awe and 
amazement. 


COATESVILLE, Pa, 
we 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

School Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. Do not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a three-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 


Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, and will 
stand a better ch o! pt than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 


All Languages.—The earth shall be 
full of the knowledge of Jehovah 
(Golden Text). We have a Bantu 
proverb which says, “You can count the 
number of apples’ on a tree, but you 
cannot count the number of trees in one 
apple.” I was working away at a diff- 
cult translation, and the devil came to 
me, and said, “Drop it, it is not trans- 
latable!” I thought a while, then went 
back to it, and my Bible opened at Dan- 
iel 7:14, “It was given him that all... 
languages should serve him.” We have 
440 translations. That is not enough. I 
went on, and succeeded—From Dan 
Crawford, in the Missionary Echo. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Wakefield, Eng. 


The Pardon.—/s the lamp brought to 
be put under the bushel, or under the 
bed, and not to be put on the.stand? (v. 
21). One of the best governors of the 
Isle of Man was impeached for treason 
in the civil wars, and sentenced to death, 
The king granted a pardon, but it fell 
into the hands of a bitter enemy of the 
governor, who never delivered it, and 
the governor was executed. We hold 
in our hands the pardon of the world; 
shall we hold it back?—From D. M. 
Panton, in The Evangelical Christian. 





The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 








Jt might help 
the light some to 


OW ! 
LOWER the WICK! 


—-RoOm. 42:3- 

















Sent by Mrs. Merton G. Ellis, Dallas, 
Oregon. 


Why It Was Easy.—And he said unto 
them, Is the lamp brought to be put un- 
der the bushel, or under the bed, and 
not to be put on the stand? (v. 21.) 
A Christian young man spent a summer 
in a lumber-camp where he was sur- 
rounded by anything but Christian in- 
fluences, Upon his return some one 
said-to him, “Didn’t you find it hard to 
live in such a place? Didn’t the others 
jeer at you for being a Christian?” “Oh,” 
replied the young man, “they never 
found it out.”—Sent by Mrs. Merton G. 
Ellis, Dallas, Oregon. 


Waving the Lantern.—Ils the lamp 
brought to be put under the bushel, or 
under the bed, and not to be put on the 
stand? (v. 21.) One night a man in a 
trap was run down at a level crossing. 
Consequently the old signalman in 
charge had to appear in court, After a 
severe cross-examination he was still 
unshaken. He said he had waved his 
lantern frantically, but all to no avail. 
The following day the superintendent 
of the line called him into his office. 
“You did wonderfully well yesterday, 
Tom,” he said. “I was afraid at first 
that you might waver.” “No, sir;” re- 
plied Tom, “but I was afraid that old 
lawyer was going to ask me whether my 
lantern was lit!” How tragic it is that 
so many Christians are “waving the 
lantern” in the same way—and lives are 
lost—From the Sunday Companion. 
Sent by J, A. Clark, Wakefield, Eng. 


The Sign of the Pulse-beat.—There is 
nothing hid, save that it should be mani- 
fested (v. 22). Dr. W. L. Watkinson 
describes a physician demonstrating to 
an audience before whom he was lec- 
turing how the pulse varied in certain 
diseases, The lecture room was placed 
in telegraphic communication with the 
hospital, fifteen miles distant; and then, 
by means of special apparatus and a 
vibrating ray of magnesium light, the 
pulse-beats of a patient were exhibited 
upon the wall. “There is not a throb 
of our heart,” adds the preacher, “but 
makes its sign upon the Great White 
Throne.”—Sent by J. A. Clark, Wake- 
field, Eng. 

How They Hear.—/f any man hath 
ears to hear, let him hear (v. 23). “Yes, 
I always go and help mamma when she 
calls me—if I hear her,” answered a 
small but honest maiden when ques- 
tioned concerning her obedience. “But 
sometimes I like to play pretty far off, 
where I can’t hear her.” Many older 
ones obey God’s call to service in much 
the same way.—From The Continent. 
Sent by Mrs. Seth Cook, Rochester, 
N. Y. The prize for this week is 
awarded to this illustration. (1) 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
thou hast revealed to us many things about 
thy blessed purposes that we have hidden 
away in our hearts. We thank thee for the 
great privilege of studying thy Word. We 
are ashamed when we remember how little 
we have done to let the light of that Word 
shine forth from our lives, and how often 
others have misunderstood thee because of 
our misrepresentation of thee. Lord Jesus, 
forgive us for doing so little for thee when 
we know so much about thee! May we so 
live this day that others shall be drawn to 
thyself who art the light and the life. In 
thy dear name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—In one of the 
rooms of an American home there is a 
curious affair of plain wood standing on 
the floor. The base of it is a little plat- 
form about eight inches square with a 
hole in the center; into that hole is 
thrust a stick a little larger around than 
a broomstick, and about two feet high. 
On the top of that stick is fastened a 
flat disk about three inches in diameter. 
Visitors who see this contrivance always 
want to know what it is. No wonder. 
It doesn’t seem to them to have any 
meaning in an American home. But in 
an Oriental home it has a great deal of 
meaning; for it is an Oriental lampstand, 
on top of which is placed the little clay 
(Continued on next page) 
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“Four Times 
a Day 


I Reach for Those 
Bubble Grains” 


So one mother says. 


That is the way to use 
Puffed Rice and Puffed 
Wheat. They are both foods 
- tidbits. Serve them all day 
ong. 


These are whole-grain bub- 
bles—airy, flaky, fragile. They 


ave an alluring taste. 


In the morning serve like 
other cereals, or mix with any 
fruit. At other times float in 
bowls of milk. 


Salt or butter, like peanuts 
or popcorn, for children after 
school. Use like nut-meats in 
candy making — as wafers in 
your soups. 


For these delightful dainties 
are the best foods one can eat. 
They are whole grains, with 
whole-grain nutrition. Every 
food cell is exploded, so that 


every atom feeds. 


Puffed Puffed 
Wheat Rice 


and Corn Puffs 
Each 15c Except in Far West 














These are steam-exploded 
grains. They are made by 


Prof. Anderson’s process—by 
shooting the grains from guns. 


Never before were grains 
made so enticing, or so fitted 
to digest. Keep all three kinds 

hand. 


The Quaker Oats @mpany 


Sole Makers 
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From the Platform 
( Continued ‘rom preceding page) 


lamp shaped something like a small 
covered saucer with a handle, and with 
a hole at the side into which is thrust 
a rude cotton wick to draw up the oil 
with which the lamp is filled. 


The folks who live in that home like 
to keep that lampstand in sight. It re- 
minds them of the twenty-first verse of 
this lesson. It reminds them that Chris- 
tians ought to be light-bearers and to 
spread the Gospel of the kingdom. It 
ought to have a great deal more mean- 
ing for every Christian home than most 
of us might at first suppose; for is it not 
true that the light that many of us may 
have is not allowed to shine forth as it 
ought to shine, but is indifferently and 
selfishly hidden away somewhere? What 
are you doing to let the light that you 
have shine out into the lives of others? 
“7 ad man hath ears to hear, let him 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“ All hail the power of Jesus’ name.” 

“Ye servants of God, your Master proclaim.” 
“©O Zion, haste, thy mission high fulfilling.” 
“Speak just a word for Jesus.” 

“ Jesus shall reign where’er the sun.” 
“Faith is the victory.” 

“The Son of God goes forth to war.” 

“ We've a story to tell to the nations.” 


(References in parentheses are to the met- 
rical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture, *“Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.). 

Psalm 104: 1-19 (215). 
Psalm 96: 1-13 (192). 
Psalm 72: 8-19 (154). 
Psalm 87 : 1-7 (174). 

Psalm 149: 1-9 (309). 


% 
Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews 


S THE lamp brought. (v. 21). Usu- 
ally a small earthenware vessel with 
one or more wicks fed with olive oil. 
The one large room of a peasant’s house 
has in the center a strong upright pillar 
of masonry or a tree trunk for sup- 


| porting the crossbeams of the flat roof. 





On this, about five or six feet from the 
floor a shelf or bracket is placed, and 
on it the lamp is set and gives light to 
all that are in the house or room. Also 
a brass candlestick several feet high is 
often used with a disc at the top for 
the lamp to be set upon, and this, with 
its broad heavy base, is set on the floor 
wherever the light is most needed. 


To be put under the bushel (v. 21). 
The bushel is a small circular box made 
of thin board like birch-bark. It is a 
measure of the allowance of barley to 
be given to a horse, mule, or donkey. 
There is one in every peasant’s house 
where it is as necessary as the axe or 
saw in the shed of an American farmer. 


ALEXANDRIA, EcGypr, 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacuinc.—God helps life 

to grow. 

Introduction Springtime is for plant- 
ing and growing. Name some things 
which stay in the ground all winter, so 
dry and dead-looking, yet when warm 
spring days come they will push out 
beautiful new leaves. We must think 
of the host. of queer little seeds and the 

( Continued on next page) 
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The Superiority of 
Holman Bibles 


is not confined to the pronouncing text, 
but is due to the fact that nearly fifty 
years have elapsed between the publica- 
tion of the first Holman Bible and the 
last issue of 1918, during which time the 
publishers have moved steadily forward 
on the road to improvement. 


Results 
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Version— Authorized. 
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HAD IN NON-PRONOUNCING EDITIONS 


Our constant aim is to make and keep the 
Holman Bibles" The Standard af Excallence ™ 





A. J. Holman Company 
1222-1226 Arch Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Origin of Pronouncing Teachers’ Bibles. 
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Lantern Slide Lecture Department 





Notice to Our Patrons 
Our up-to-the-minute lantern slide lecture of the 


}GREAT WORLD WAR. 


—the most stupendous struggle in all the 
world’s history—comprising many wonder- 
fully colored slides — made from actual, 
thrilling, photographic scenes from the far- 
flung battle-line—/S NOW READY. 

This lecture covers the War's activities in 
France, Germany, Austria, Bulgaria, Tur- 
key, Egypt, Greece, Switzerland, Portugal, 
Rumania, Servia, America, England, Italy 
and Russia. 

There are 105 slides in this unusual set, 
which we rent at $6.30. 

Prompt bookings will be necessary. 


OTHER SETS IN PREPARATION 
Our French Allies, or Devastated France 
Belgium’s Pathetic Story 
Our English Cousins in the War 
Russia, the Land of Turmoil and Rebellion 
Italy at War 
America at War on Land and Sea 
Title lists may be supplied in advance. 
We have shipping agencies in Boston, 

Pittsburgh, Buffalo. Washington, D. C., 
and Kansas City, Mo. 





UNDERWOOD & UNDERWOOD 
417 Fifth Ave., Dept. 10, Cor. 38th St., New York 


KEEP SINGING 


** Singing makes the burden lighter, 
Singing drives the care away, 
With a prayer and song the path is lighter, 
Keep singing all the day. 


** Music at times like the present becomes a mecessity.”” 


Keep Your Sunday School Singing 


Get the (pfs. and brightest songs you can,—the hope- 
ful, helpful, cheerful kind. 


JUBILATE Our new Sunday school hymnal. 


4 credit to any school. —_ 
day school work su school work =F 


ments. All phases of S 

plied. Orchestrated. Prices. to 
suit, —$20, $25, $30, $35, according to binding. Samples 
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HALL-MACK CO., 1018 Arch St., Philadelphia 


Hymns of Worship and Service 
for the Sunday School 


A practical Hymnal. Used in upwards of 1,000 
Schools: Everywhere satisfactory. 
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LESSON FOR FEB. 24 (Mark 4 : 21-34) 


TROY’S MAP 
OF THE JEWS 


Showing the present position 
of the dispersed Jews 
throughout the earth. = - 


Just What YOU 
Have Been Looking For! 


The Map of the World Crisis. 

The Map of the Prophetic Future. 

The Map of the Coming Armagéddon. 
The Map of the Restoration of the Jews, 
The Map of the Destiny of Israel. 

The Map of Promise, Justice and Peace, ~ 
The Map of Pre-Millennialism. 


GOD’S MAP! 


Showing the direction of the 
movement of the Jews at the 
time of the impending resto- 
ration period. 
Printed on Substantial Map Paper. 
Suitable for Insertion in Bible. 


Adapted to Explain and Convince, 
An Indispensable Aid to Teachers. 


Order now! Price 25 cents each 
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The Superintendent's Guide 


For 1918. A Pocket Manual for Superintendents. By 

Harry Edwards Bartow. Price, 25 cents net. 
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are suggested for many Sundays. Fifty-two short prayers—the 
best kind of help to those who need it. 
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( Continued from preceding page) 


roots getting ready to sprout, which are 
under: the tes and the ice and the 
snow, waiting to grow. Other seeds 
must be planted each year. 


“ Shiny brown seed, tiny brown seed, 
Into the ground you must go; 
Out of the light; you need not fear; 
Mother Earth’s waiting below, 
If we would have lovely flowers and fruit, 
Surely the seed we must sow; 
Scattering near; scattering far; 
Raindrops will help you to grow.” 
(Carols, Leyda Publishing Company, Wapello, 
Iowa, 28 cents.) 


’ Recall last Sunday’s story of the 
sower, only one kind of seed, but four 
kinds of ground. We learned too that 
the Word of God is like seed, to be 
planted in our hearts and grow in our 
lives. Which kind of ground did we 
want our heart-gardens to be like? 
Wonderful things grow in the water 
and air as well as in the ground, Noth- 
ing grows unless God has given it life. 
Show a few pebbles and a few seeds 
(nasturtium) about the same size and 
color. What will be the difference if I 
cover both of these in the ground? 


Lesson Story.—Jesus told his friends 
about a field where tares grew right in 
the wheat (Matt. 13:14-30). He told 
also about the mustard seed which in 
that country grows so fast ahd ‘strong 
that birds can nest in its branches 
(Mark 4: 30-32). 

One day when Jesus was telling a 
story out of doors he said, Look at the 
lilies, how they grow- Your Heavenly 
Father does not forget them nor the 
birds, but you are worth more than 
birds and flowers. (The important part 
of to-day’s lesson is how Jesus grew, 
and how children may grow, so do not 
spend too much time on the nature side.) 

How much each of you has grown 
since you were a baby! Do you know 
the story of how the baby Jesus grew? 


“Day by day the little Jesus grew, like you 
and me; 
Learned to say a prayer to heaven at his 
mother’s knee; 
He was poor, but very happy, happy in 
God’s love, 
List’ning to his gentle guidance, coming 
from above.” 
(Primary and Junior Hymnal, 
Press, Philadelphia, 40 cents.) 


Heidelberg 
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When Jesus was very young Joseph 
and Mary carried him to the temple to 
give him to God. When his life was in | 
danger they took him to Egypt. When 
they came back they lived in Nazareth, 
where he learned many things from | 
Joseph in the carpenter shop, and from 
Mary in the home. He was obedient 
and kind. The Bible tells us how he} 
grew: “Jesus advanced in wisdom and | 
staturey and in favor with God and | 
men.” 

Primary children are too young to 
comprehend this text as the foundation 
of the “Fourfold Life” emphasized in 
teen age Sunday-school work, but the 
children can understand that Jesus 
never did wrong, and knows how to 
help them to grow right. 


Expression—After explanation, let 
those who understand write a little 
prayer asking Jesus to help them to 
grow like him. Encourage the child’s 
own wording, if possible, just a sentence, 
or call attention to the prayer song: 


“Help me to do the things I should, 
To be to others kind and good; 
In all I do in work and play, 
To grow more like Thee every day.” 


Peoria, ILL. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


BEAUTIFUL parallel runs through 
this parable between garden growth 
and soul growth. Let us trace it. 

I. First of all note the key-word in the 
General and Intermediate Lesson Titles: 
(1) Beginning, (2) Growth. We shall 
study the beginning and its importance 
first. Where is the beginning in garden- 
ing? In the seed, surely; back of soil, 
weather, and cultivation lies the miracle 





power to grow and multiply which God 
alone can create. 

And so it is in_soul-gardening. The 
life-principle is God’s creation, God’s 
no amount of well- prepared 
soil (intellectual ability and moral 
character) nor favorable weather con- 
ditions (environment), nor even careful 
cultivation (training and education), can 
ever produce the eternal life which is 
the gift of God. He must give you a 
new heart, a radically new nature, before 
you can begin the Christian life. You 
neither evolve nor develop it for your- 
self. Make no mistake about that, for 
the beginning, though apparently small, 
is the great determining factor in such 
soul-gardening. No gardener cultivates 
a rose-bed until the roses are planted 
there. (1) 

Then watch the growth, the real be- 
ginning of which is to put the seed into 
the soil, and at once begins that miracle 
of change, “first the blade, then the ear, 
then the full grain in the ear.” Just 
exactly so must the heart receive into 
its depths this gift of eternal life from 
its Giver before any soul growth can re- 
sult, Then of course the growth is 
quicker the richer the soil, and the more 
careful the preparation of it before the 
seed is “planted.” Now helpful environ- 
ment counts tremendously, and thorough 


( Continued on next tage) 
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**Whet a Young Man Ought Whee we gFenng Woman Ought 
whee Te Young Husband “What a Young Wife Ought 

Ought to to Know 
“What a Man of 4s Ought “ Whata Woman of 45 Ought 
Know to Know 


to 
Eight Separate Books, » Sold Sin ingly 
at $1.00 each per copy, Post 


Vir Publishing Company 33 «newt Su., Phi Pe 


Bible Too 


“There is nothing to compare with it.""—Dr.Griffith Thomas. 
ool." —The Sunday School imes. 

**A great help, Simple and speedy.” Amos R.Wells. 

‘o be commen ut reserve,” be Continent. 


Send for pn Han or the Index itself on approval. 
WILSON INDEX CO., Box A, East Haddam, Connecticut 














Indexes and Files 
Almost Automatically 


"Prof. 





Keep It 
for $3.00 
per Month 


50 per cent of the price. 


Our new plan is way in advance. 
dencies. It does away with waste. 


Brand New—Never Used 


Do not confuse this with offers of earlier 
models, rebuilt or second-hand. Note the 
signature of this advertisement. This is a 
$2,000,000 concern. 

We offer new Olivers at half price be- 
cause we have put typewriter selling on an 
efficient, scientific basis. 

You now deal direct—sell to yourself. 
with no one to influence you. This puts 
the Oliver on a merit test. No middle men 
-—no useless tolls. 

The entire facilities of this 
company are devoted exclu- 
sively to the manufacture 
and distribution of Oliver 
Typewriters. 


You Save $51 


This is the first time in his- 
tory that a new standard $100 
typewriter has been offered 
for $49. Remember, we do 
not offer a substitute model, 
cheaper nor different. But the 


Now! 


same 
splendid Oliver used by the big con- 


cerns. Over 600,000 Olivers have been 


sold. 


We ship direct from the factory to you. 
No money down—no red tape. Try the 
Oliver Nine at our expense. If you de- 
cide to keep it, send us $3.00 per month. 
If you return it, we even refund the ship- 
ping charges. You are not placed under 
the slightest obligation. That's our whole 


plan. We rely on your judgment. We 
know you don’t want to pay double. And 
who wants a lesser typewriter? You may 


have an Oliver for free trial by checking 





FREE TRIAL 





The Oliver Typewriter—Was $100—Now $49 


A $2,000,000 Guarantee that it is the Identical Model 


E YOUR own salesman and earn $51. 
men and agents, office rents in 50 cities and other expenses demanded 
But all that is ended. 
typewriter formerly priced $100—not a cent’s alteration in value. 
the most expensive, the latest Oliver Model. 
It is in keeping with new economic ten- 
Inflated prices are doomed forever. 


Mail 





This Coupon 


Or Return 


It At Our 
Expense 


It used to be that 15,000 sales- 


You get the identical 
The finest, 
Old methods were wasteful. 


the coupon below. Or you may ask for 
further information, 


An Amazing Book 

All the secrets of the typewriter world are 
revealed in eur startling book entitled 
“The High Cost of Typewriters — The 
Reason and the Remedy’’—sent free if 
ou mail the coupon now. Also our cata- 
og. Order your free trial Oliver—or ask 
for further information at once. 

Canadian Price, $62.65 


THE OLIVER TYPEWRITER CO. 
1932 Oliver Typewriter Bldg., Chicago 
NOTE CAREFULLY—This cou- 
po will bring vou either the Oliver 

ine for free trial or er infor- 
mation. Check carefully which 
you wish. 


THE OLIVER TYPEWRITER CO. 
: 1932 Oliver Typewriter Bldg., Chicago, Il. 





O Ship me a new Oliver Nine for five days’ free 
inspection. If 1 keep it, 1 will pay $49 at the ratecf 
: $3 por month, The title to remain in you until fully 
paid for. 
4 ee ee ee ee 
} This does not place me under any obligation to 
buy. If I choose to return the Oliver, | will ship it 
3 back at your expense at the end of five days. 


s OO Do not send a machine until I order it. Mail 
‘ ” your book—“ The High Cost of ‘l ypewriters— 

he Reason and the Remedy,” your de luxe cata- 
+ logs and further information. 
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LIFE DEVELOPMENT BOOKS ‘Q@tencameaY 





Life, Christian Educa- 
ey onl Edsoation, and 
Bible Study Literature 


FOUR BOOKS YOU SHOULD OWN | 
“The Meaning of Faith” 
By HARRY EMERSON FOSDICK 


Author of “ The Meaning of Prayer,” etc. 


“‘Bveryday Life’? Book—Thin Paper, Art Leather Clot 
An "Gesmpten "GS dd Ccsatsn Poet . 


This is the book that Fosdick has 
been working on-for years, and 
turned aside from long enough to 
write ‘‘ The Challenge of the Pres- 
ent Crisis.” 328 Pages, $1.00 


“The Challenge of the Present Crisis” 


By HARRY EMERSON FOSDiCK 


Twenty-five thousand copies sold 
since October. 


Paper Boards, 50 cents 


“For France and the Faith” 


By ALFRED EUGENE CASALIS 
Translated by W. E. Bristol 


A remarkable volume, full of in- 
tense human interest. 


Paper Boards, 60 cents 


“With Our Soldiers in France” 


By G. SHERWOOD EDDY 


** Deserves to stand with ‘ Over the 

Top’ as a description, and with ‘A 

Student in Arms’ as an interpre- 
tation.” 


Cloth, $1.00 
Buy from your Book Store 
or from us 


A Post Cont will bri sou greed 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


ASSOCIATION PRESS 








Interna- 
tional Committee, Young Men's 
Christian Associations 


‘rhe author's purpose in these twelye stu 

is to clear away the misapprehensions involv 
in the commonly accepted theories of faith, to 
indicate the relationship of faith to other aspects 
of life, to face paaity the serious question of 
suffering as an obstacle of faith, and to expound 
the vital significance of faith in Jesus Christ. 








In this fearless analysis of the value of force 
and its limitations, the place of militarism in a 
Christian civilization, and other fundamental 
elements in the present situation which consti- 
tute a challenge to Christian churches and indi- 
viduals, the author proves afresh his power to 
interpret the current thoughts of men and to 
guide them to higher levels. 


These letters, written from barrack rooms 
and the front by a French soldier who was re- 
cently killed in action at the age of nineteen, 
have a significance beyond their revelation of a 
spirit rarely pure and noble; they are also an 
interpretation of the lofty motives and whole- 
souled devotion with which the consecrated 
youth of France have engaged in the great war. 


Sherwood Eddy has been with the American 
forces in camp, on the road, and in the 
training-school for the trenches. He pictures 
the surroundings in which our boys in France 
are to live, the physical and moral Ganges they 
will have to face, and the efforts of the Y.M.C.A. 
to help them endure the terrific strain of the 
great conflict. 
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GRACE M. E. CHURCH 


several weeks and are delighted with it, for 
—CHRISTIAN F. REISNER, Pastor. 


It Fills the Empty Seats 
It Supplements the Pastor’s Work 
It Does Things He Can Not Do 


FRAME OF BRONZE 


Each Line an Individual Steel 
’ Panel, instantly removable 


activities before the blic con- 
stantly with these boards. 


NEw YorK CITY, July 21, 1917. . es 
‘*We have now used your Bulletin Board for- UNnday Scnool 3-49 


lieve yours is the best sign of its kind I have seea,”" 


It Reaches the People He Never Sees 
LETTERS OF STEEL 


“PAYS FOR ITSELF” 


Hundreds of pastors, every denomination, increase 
their attendance and keep their church 


FEBRUARY 9, 1918 





DIETZ IMPROVED 


CHURCH BULLETIN BOARD 


WITH INTERCHANGEABLE 
LETTERS 






Subject 


It Reaches the People Day and Night ‘4 PREACHER 


100d Music 


The only 3-INCH STEEL LETTER 
BOARD on the market 





ABSOLUTELY “NOISELESS 








Dietz Individual Communion Service 


Write for Illustrated Circular and Terms, also our Sunday School Supply Catalog 


” with our New Short Glasses { 


No communion service obtainable anywhere, at 
any.price, comparable with Dietz Peerless ise~ 
rays. 

We also make a Pastor’s Pocket Individual 
Set. Price $7.00. 

Dietz EXTRA DEEP Oak Collection Plates. 


Duplex Envelope System for Church and Sun- 
dey School. Best Quality, Lowest Prices. Samples 
ree. 


A New Style Soldiers’ Honor Roll Just Out. 











New York City 


| 


WM. Hi: DIETZ,” Scssiysic:~ 20°E. Randolph Street, Dept. 27, CHICAGO. 








| 124 E. 28th St. - ASSOCIATION PRESS 












A A 
New raat eADIATES New 
View! |PATU. HOPE AND Note / 








The Cross :i: Front 


By CHAPLAIN THOMAS TIPLADY 
Whatever war books one has read—he 
will find a note entirely new in this heart- 

gripping book. ; 


item **A book trom the 





wanes wee ow 
Four —that rad ates At 
faith and honor and 
Editions coura e."’— Nash- All 
ville Banner. 
in Six 00 Book- 
Weeks | $2 sellers 








FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY 
New York, 158 Fifth Ave. Chicago, 17 No. Wabash Ave. 


The Sunday School Times 


Philadelphia, February 9, 1918 








Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, 
payable in advance, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States 
ana Canada. These rates include 
postage : 
$1.00 Five or more copies, either 

e to separate addresses or ina 
package to one address,$1 each, per year. 


$1.50 One copy, or any number of | 


copies less than five, $1.50 
each, per year. One copy, five years, $6. 


“ One free copy ad- 
Free Copies gitional will be al- 


lowed for every ten copies paid for in 
a club at the $1 rate. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
2031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





My Class of Girls 


( Continued from preceding page) 


education, and all beautiful cultivation, 
making channels through which the 
God-given life finds full outflow possi- 
ble. But, oh, how many of us teachers 
work faithfully along such lines before 
any seed of true life is planted at 
all! (2) 


II. But our lesson deals not only with 
this individual life; it sets forth the 
same parallel in the greatest realm of 
all—God’s Kingdom. So let us close 
with a study of verses 30, 31, 32, the 
parable of the mustard seed. Pray for 
the direct guidance of the Holy Spirit 
in your attempt to teach this passage. 

Contrast the small insignificant be- 
ginning of this kingdom as it was when 
its Founder and Teacher went back to 
his Heavenly Home, leaving only one 
hundred and twenty of the “common” 
unknown folk of the small Roman 
province of Judea, with its present 
growth, for surely it has “put out great 
branches, so that the birds of the 
heaven can lodge under the shadow 
thereof.” Truly it did seem as small 
as the tiny seed of mustard to which 
Jesus likened it. The key to its marvel- 


| ous growth is in the words “when it 


is sown,” for had it not been planted 
in the hearts of men it would still be as 
“a grain of mustard seed.” And here 
we face that mystery again, the depen- 
dence of the eternal plan of God upon 
individual human lives, upon the ac- 
ceptance into human hearts of the seed 
of life eternal which God alone can 
give, and hence upon the sowing of the 
seed by human agents. 

But the vision of the glorious future 
of this Kingdom,—let us feast a mo- 
ment on that. Here you will make use 
of the home assignment, Isaiah’s beauti- 
ful eleventh chapter. The Little Child 
has led the way, but surely we are yet 


to see the complete fulfillment of His | 


reign and the perfect peace here pictured 
when “the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of Jehovah as the waters 


cover the sea.” Surely it is the second 
gathering of his people (the Jews) 
“from the four corners of the earth,” 
the establishment of harmony among 
themselves, and their power among the 
nations, which are foretold in verses 11 
through 16. To be living on the eve of 
such momentous events—is it _ not 
enough to open the heart of every girl 
to receive the seed of life from which 
this kingdom grows? 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Mark 4: 35 to 5: 20 


Ask every girl to read Psalm 147. 
Then choose your two best story-tellers, 
and ask them to prepare to tell the two 
wonderful stories, Mark 4:35-41 and 
5: 1-20, just as if the class had never 
heard them before, as they would tell 
them to a group of Hindoo listeners for 
the first time. 


AtTLanta, GA. 


Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William ©. Rogers 


“woo is most important for get- 
ting a good crop?” asked teacher, 
and after some discussion we decided it 
was good seed. You might plow and 
cultivate and everything, but that won’t 
make poor seed sprout, (1) 

“Aw, everybody knows that,” growled 
Bulldog. “What’s the point?” 

“The point is,” answered teacher 
earnestly, “that a boy cannot develop 
Christian character by going to church 
and trying to be good. There must be 
the life-giving principle of God’s Spirit 
planted in his heart. That is why Jesus 
said to Nicodemus: ‘Ye must be born 
again.’ It was as if he had said: ‘You 
must receive a seed of spiritual life into 
your heart if you want to grow the 
fruits of the Spirit.” That is the differ- 
ence,” he went on, “between reforma- 
tion and regeneration. Reformation is 
hoeing the weeds out of an unplanted 





seed and seeing it come:to harvest.” (2) 


field. Regeneration is planting living | 


“Then if'a fellow gets converted he 
is allright, is he?” asked Bumps. (3) 

“He is all right,” answered teacher, 
“in just the same sense that a field 
planted with good seed is all right. He 
has a power within that will surely pro- 
duce a grand harvest if he will do his 
part. But he must not let a hard crust 
of unwillingness form over the surface. 
He must keep out the weeds of bad 
habits and evil thoughts. He must fer- 
tilize it by reading the Bible and listen- 
ing in Sunday-school and church. He 
must irrigate it by prayer and faith, and 
make good use of the fruit as it ripens.” 

“Whew!” exclaimed Fatty, “being a 
Christian is some job, I say.” 

“Yes,” answered Teacher, “the great- 
est, grandest job in the world. Becom- 
ing Christlike yourself and helping 
others to become so is the only real 
business of life. Everything else is a 
side line. The pity of it is,” he went on, 
“that so many give all their time to the 
side lines, and utterly neglect the chief 
business.” (4) 

Next we read about the mustard seed 
and -how great a plant grows from it. 
Teacher had a handful of real mustard 
seed that he got at Heuer’s drug store. 
It was small, all right. 

Bert told about a patch of mustard 
weed that grew out behind their barn 
when they lived in the country. He 
said some of it was eight feet tall, and 
the kids used to hide in it when the 
thought their mother was going to scold. 

“That was ‘featherless birds lodging 
under the shadow thereof,” laughed 
Teacher. 

Then we talked about how the King- 
dom of God grew like a mustard seed. 
Of course it started small, one little 
baby ifi a manger. It began to grow 
when Jesus chose those first disciples. 
Now no person knows how many mil- 
lions of Christians there are in the 
world. More than ten millions of Bibles 
and parts of Bibles were sold last year, 
in four hundred and eighty-seven differ- 
ent languages and dialects. 

“Some tree,” whispered Bulldog. 




















LESSON FOR FEB, 24 (Mark 4 : 21-34) 
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| The VALUE to the MINISTER 


of the INDEX in 
The Scofield Reference Bible 
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features are prominent :— 


are so various as to leave 


suggestion for topical, expository, and 


the 
wealth of Biblicet illustration. 
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And not the preacher onl 


The INDEX covers all of the editorial matter in the SCOFIELD 
REFERENCE BIBLE except the Intoductios to the Books, and the 
‘onstitutes ne st i 
tit#Wmutiitmiumuaeo,.. Cw 
In arranging the INDEX the Editor, who is himself a preacher, has had largely in view the 
Helping of Preachers to Sermonic Material 
Experience had taught him the need and the best way to meet the need. These main 


(1) The suggestion of a theme. The demands upon the time of the modern minister 
mind, often, in some measure of distraction when the time 
comes for preparing the two inevitable sermons for the Lord’s day, now so near. 

It will be found that simply to go over the INDEX thoughtfully will afford a wealth of 
i ic sermons, from which the preacher may choose. 
(2) The editorial notation to which the INDEX gives reference will often be found to 
at once the logical and biblical outline which a sermon on that theme should follow, = 
to in the note or summary will give both the background anda & 


(3) But perhaps the best service of the INDEX to the Bible preacher is in the suggestion of 
Series of Sermons 

on the great themes of Scripture. No other form of teaching so permanently interests congre- 
olen hep soon come to feel that they are “ getting om tee sry 

Take, for example, the central theme of the Bible—Christ. The INDEX will be 

found to refer to one hundred and thirty-four distinct lines of truth concerning Christ. 

From these may be selected series of sermon subjects which will enable the preacher to 

give connected studies of that supreme Person once a year through many years without 

repetition. And this is true of the Holy Spirit, as also of all the great words of the Bible. 

, but the Sunday School teacher, or Evangelist —indeed any 

Christian worker, will find the INDEX the open door to the mighty riches of the Bible. 


The New Edition is Just Ready : 
The new edition of the SCOFIELD REFERENCE BIBLE is made in thirty-two 5 


styles and printed in two sizes of type. Both the smaller and larger sized editions 
are the same page for page. Prices from $1.50 up, = 


Descriptive circular upon request. At all Booksellers 
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We talked about the various branches 
that have sprung out from the main 
stem. There is the Salvation Army, 
and Young Men’s and Young Women’s 
Christian Associations, that are doing 
such wonderful work in these war times. 
Then the Red Cross is a product of the 
church, with the spirit of Christ all 
through it. Our hospitals, asylums, 
orphanages, old people’s homes, etc., are 
branches of the Kingdom. No such 
things in heathen lands, but how many 
are sheltered by these branches here! 

“How about the Boy Scouts?” asked 
Fred. 

“Sure,” answered Teacher, enthusias- 
tically. “Their aims and principles are 
a direct effort to make boys truly Christ- 
like. If it had not been for Christianity, 
instead of Boy Scouts there would have 
been Boy Bandits, and the church is 
making a great mistake if it does not 
stick close to the hearts of its scouts.” 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Mark 4: 35 to §: 20 
bs was the other side? (4:35; 
Sth , 
What dves legion mean? 
Why did the evil spirits want to go 
into the hogs? 
Why did the hogs rush into the sea? 
Why did the people want Jesus to 
leave? 
Where could the nealed man do the 
most good? 


Terre Haute, Inp. 
b 


Publishing for 120 Years 


OUNDED in 1708 in Edinburgh, 
Scotland, by Thomas Nelson, the 
publishing house of Thomas Nelson and 
Sons was the pioneer firm in supplying 


to the great masses of the people good | 


literature at popular prices, It is cele- 
brating this year its one hundred and 
twentieth anniversary. The American 
house of Thomas Nelson and Sons was 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS AMERICAN BRANCH, 35 W. Thirty-second St, NEW YORK 
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HATA SILL 


al 


founded in New York City in 1854, and 
for sixty years has issued educational, 
religious, scientific, and technical works 
and the works of standard authors. 

its crowning achievements it counts the 
well-known “Nelson’s Perpetual Loose- 
Leaf Encyclopedia and Research Ser- 
vice Bureau for Special Information” 
and the “American Standard Bible.” 
Among its recent important enterprises 
is its “History of the War,” by John 
Buchan, of the British Publicity Bureau, 
which is a continuous narrative of the 
great struggle, issued in monthly install- 
mejits. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, February 24 


The Power of the Cross in Asia 
(Psa. 96: 1-13). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


Mon.—The Cross foretold (John 3: 
14-21). 

Tues.—In Jerusalem (Acts 4 : 32-37). 

Wed.—In Samaria (Acts 8: 5-13). 

Thurs.—In Czsarea (Acts 10 : 34-48). 

Fri.—Healing disease (Acts 3: 1-10). 

Sat.—Stephen’s power (Acts 6: 8-15). 











What has the Cross done for China? 

How do missionr help India? 

What is the difference between Christ’s 
power and Mohammed’s? 


HAT has the Gospel done for 
China? The present Chinese Min- 
ister to the United States has testified: 
“I have outlined the work of Ameri- 
can missionaries at some length in or- 
der to show the broad scope of their 
activities and the utter unselfishness of 
( Continued on next page) 
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MINISTERS’ MODERN HELPS 








Individual Communion Services | 44°*7ti#e Your Church 


Free Trial Offer! A complete outfit, Waterproof Metal Bulletins 


: Interchangeable Letter Church Announcement 
large enough to serve your entire fixtures for indoor and outdoor use are the most 
congregation, will be sent prepaid on perfect, simplest, and positively the most attractive 

‘ . . eans for making daily or weekly announcement 
trial upon request. In ordering, give of feome g interest to, the public. Handsomely 
: > a nis. rame for indoor use, weather-proof all 

date of your next Communion Serv metal cases for outdoor use. Metal letter plates, 
ice and specify clearly the quantity these slese, Hehographed, Baked enamel Wick, 
: will not show soil of usage or finger marks. it 

and style of trays desired. ‘These | letters on biack background, quickly and easily 
will be returnable at our expense, if | ®ffixed to black enameled bars and just as readily 


: removed to effect a change. 
not satisfactory. 


Bulletins from $19.00 to $150.00. 
| Write for our illustrated catalog | 











‘For the busy pastor. Complete and up-to-date. 


| Write for complete catalogs | 
The Westminster Card Index Box Pastor’s 


Private Communion Services 


Both services are unique in design and artistic 
and attractive in appearance. 


Complete box, $3.50. Delivery extra. 
| Send for free sample set of cards | 








? ° No. 775. druple silver plated. . .§ 7.75 
The Pastor's Pocket Card Register | No: 790: Sterling siiver 20.00 
The latest card system for pastoral visitation. A | No- 1200. Hard ee free quadruple, 
set, consisting of a unimatic loose leat leather No. 1290 lin hips A ted... ee 2.00 
book (with ket), and 200 cards, properly as- og Seording ver. ww we es 30.00 
sorted, $2.80, postpaid. Additional cards 75 ivery prepaid. 
cents a 100, postpaid. Cards 3x5 inches. Boo 
closed, 444x5% inches, 








| Send for illustrated communion catalog | 





THE INSTRUMENT OF QUALITY 


ONOT, 


A Phonograph for use in Churches, Sunday Schools, Recreation Rooms, Parish Houses, 
Young Men's and Young Women’s Christian Associations. 


Prices range from $50.00 to $1,000.00. | Send for complete catalog, illustrating all models} 
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First Grand Prize 





And Many Other Valuable Awards 


4 BIG AUTO Will Be Given WITHOUT COST! 


Four Fine Big Touring Cars, all brand-new, latest 1918 models, fully equipped ; also 
Genuine Mahogany Cabinet FRensspeete, Diamond Rings, Gold Watches, Bicyles, Etc. — 
over $3500.00 in practical, worth-while gifts—will be distributed WITHOUT COST 
among those who are willing to give me a little of their spare time during the next few 
weeks. ‘This is a big, introductory offer—no red tape, nothing disagreeable to do, no 
experience needed. 





Turn Your Spare Hours Into Profit! 


You will find it a pleasant pastime—a_recreation If you are well known in your community you 
—to do the small favor that I ask. No invest- should find it an easy matter to secure one Of, 
ment whatever is required —just your spare these 4 touring cars or other Grand Prizes. You 
hours for a few weeks. Isn’t an automobile don’t have to ride in your friends’ cars any longer 
worth that? —you cap have one of your own. 


Open to Every Reader of r 
The Sunday School Times BR T. R. LONG, Mgr. 


Crowell Bidg.. 
Any man, woman, boy or girl reader of this magazine 4 Springfield, Ohio 
can secure one of these fine automobiles or other valuable 4 Dear Sey: Send me quick your 
awards without cost. All prizes will be given strictly ©*/ big free circular telling how I can 
without favor or partiality, to those justly deserving 7 secure one your autos or other 
them. / prizes without cost to me. 


Send Your Name Now— TO-DAY! 


| 

{ 

Use the Coupon. Get the facts of this startling offer. | 
Let me send you my big free circular describing the \ Name, seccceccvsseseces 

whole plan. It won’t obligate you the least. 1 will give 

ou 5,000 votes just for sending your name—do it | 

Now! i 

! 


Zowhe ceoeeeseeeeres 


T. R. LONG, Mgr. 


33 Crowell Bulding, Springfield, Ohio 
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HILDREN want to be out no matter how much it snows 


and blows. 


throat and coughing. S. B. Cough Drops are pure. 


bedtime keeps the 


vent coughing in church and other public gatherings. 


SMiTH BR 


NO ADVANCE 
Give them Smith Brothers’ to prevent sore 


One at 
breathing passages clear. Use them to pre- 
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What the Old Bell-Ringer Says: 


“Some folke don’t realize how important it is for ye ee church 
iy They cont step to think that a be 


to have a be 
@ message of 


Diymyer 


Charch Bells 


The cuaneet Bell noe oll Go., Dept. B-55, Gincinnati, O, 






really brings people to 














In twenty-five hundred Ri 


clergymen. Catalo 


MOLLER 


guaranteed, Exdorsed by. the most eminent organists and M.P. Miller, Hagerstown, Md. 


cations and estimates on request. 





PIPE ORCANS 


Strictly highest grade. Every part made in our own factory aad fully 











Church Organs 





Grade Only, 





Latest Approved Methods. 
Established 1827, 


THE BEST WAY 


Highest 








BRANCHES: 


Main Office and Works *°"M.s. 


Hook & Hastings Co. 


Bostea, New York, Phile., Chicago, Louisville, Dallas 


to serve Communion is by the Indi- 
vidual Service. This service is no 
longer an experiment. By untiring 
effort we have produced what we 


unhesitatingly proclaim to be the most 
serviceable, durable and satisfactory 
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Young People’s Prayer Meeting 
( Continued from preceding page) 


their purposes. Some of them devote 
five or ten years to China, while others 
spend their whole lives there; but 
whether for a longer or a shorter period, 
they all do it with a desire to do good, 
and without hope of gain to themselves, 
beyond the gain of satisfaction in_ser- 
vices rendered and duty done. These 
men penetrate the inland parts of the 
country, mingle with the people, aud 
live as members of the local community. 
Neither hardships nor difficulties deter 
them. Nothing which individual Ameri- 
cans have done in China has more 
strongly impressed Chinese minds with 
the sincerity, the genuineness, the altru- 
ism of American friendship for China 
than this spirit of service and sacrifice 
so beautifully demonstrated by Ameri- 
can missionaries.” 


What has the Gospel done for India? 
Sir W. Mackworth Young, formerly 
Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab, has 
borne witness: 

“As a business man speaking to busi- 
ness men I am prepared to say that the 
work which has been done by mission- 
ary agency in India exceeds in impor- 
tance all that has been done (and much 
has been done) by the British Govern- 
ment in India since its comimencement.” 


ve 

What has the Gospel done for Japan? 
When Dr. and Mrs, Hepburn left Japan 
in 1892, after thirty-three years’ work, 
the Japan Gazette said: 

“We may rest quite assured that it 
was the daily lives of Dr. Hepburn and 
his feNow-workers in the early days 
which moved Japan first to tolerate and 
then to welcome missionaries to these 
shores, and it is to the missionaries that 
Japan owes the greater part of her pres- 
ent advancement. The missionary has 
been Japan’s instructor, an influence 
wholly for enlightenment and good.” 


$e 

What has the Gospel done for Siam? 
“Your missionaries,” said the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, “first brought civi- 
lization to my country.” 

“Many years ago,” said an official 
Siamese statement, “the American mis- 
sionaries came here. They came before 
any other Europeans, and they taught the 
Siamese to speak and read the English 
language. The American missionaries 
have always been just and upright men. 
They have never meddled in the affairs 
of government, nor created any diffi- 
culty with the Siamese. They have 
lived with the Siamese just as if they 
belonged to the nation. The Govern- 
ment of Siam has great love and re- 
spect for them and has no fear what- 
ever concerning them.” 


What has the Gospel done for b Longa 
Mr, Morgenthau answered wh en Xe 
came home from his efficient service as 
American Minister in Constantinople: 


“A residence of over two years in 
Turkey has given me the best possible 
opportunity to see the work of the 
American missionaries and to know the 
workers intimately. Without hesitation 
I declare my high opinion of their keen 
insight into the real needs of the people 
of Turkey. The missionaries have the 
right idea. They go straight to the foun- 
dations and provide those intellectual. 
physical, moral, and religious benefits 
upon which alone any true civilization 
can be built. The missionaries are the 
devoted friends of the people of Turkey 
and they are my friends.” 


New York Cirty. 
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Household Duties 
and Family Cares 


SEVERELY TAX A 
WOMAN’S STRENGTH 


and when wife or mother com- 
plains of fatigue, poor appetite, 
loss of energy and ambition, 
she needs rest, out-of-door 
exercise and building up. The 
first thought should be 
SCOTT’S EMULSION, 

Nature’s Greatest Food- medicine, 


so delicately prepared that it as- 
similates without taxing digestion; 
builds healthy tissue and 

makes pure, active blood. 








It is a wholesome health-builder, 
Scott & Bowne, 
Blooomfield, N, J. 17-42 
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It isa aremeamen <> those e 
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The VAFO-CRESOLENE CO., 62 Cortlandt 8t.. Rew York 
or Leeming-Miles Building, Montreal, Canada 
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Girl or Boy 


St. Nicholas is a valuable 
influence. It interests. It 
entertains. It cultivates taste 
for good reading. It provides 
things to do. Fascinating stories, travel articles, out- 
door sports, science and invention; young folks’ review 
of world events: St Nicholas League competitions—the 
pages of this magazine have a world of interest every 
month for boys and gisis up to 18 yeats. Give your boy 
or girl this influence. Subscribe now. The cost is less 
than acenta day, Only $3 per year. Send check or 
money order to 


ST NICHOLAS 


Room 1231, 353 Fourth Ave., New York _ 


Toronto Bible College 


TORONTO, ONTARIO, CANADA 
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Three years’ course ia Biblical, Missionary 
oat Practical work. Tuition free. 


Rev. J. McNicol, B.A., B.D., Principal 
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** The most p erfect transiation of the 
Scriptures in existence.’" 


This is the text used in the Sunday-school periodicals of 
all the great Denominational Publishing Houses, and is 





Prices from 35 cents up. 


the basis for the new International Graded Lesson Sys- 
tem. It is the Bible used by the Adult Bible Classes and 


THE AMERICAN STANDARD. BIBLE 


(Authorized and edited by the American Revision Committee) 





Bible Teachers’ Training Classes. Itis the Standard Text 
for Colleges, Universities and Theological Seminaries. 


For sale by all booksellers, or send for free booklet to 
THOMAS NELSON & SONS, PUBLISHERS, 381A FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 


Made in 10 sizes of type and over 200 
styles 
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LESSON FOR FEB. 24 (Mark 4 : 21-34) 


BOOKS FOR 
THE LAST DAYS 


Scriptural, Helpful and Convincing 


The Near Approach . Aatichrict : An outline of 
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and preaching of Christ’s return produces, roc; S ire 
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ble’ teaches the Ad opposite of what is general! a resd 
into it, 15¢c; God’s Wonderful Dealings with Man, 
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“Christ in the Bible” 
4 moathly 32-page Boskiet for Bible state in 


the Home or Class Room, used also as a 
Correspondence Course, 


Contents: Clear, su postive outline studies 

of the Bocks of the Bible (Christ in Revela- 

tion, Janua to june. 1918), ‘‘A Bunch of 

Keys,’ or Bible ntroduction, and Outline 

Studies of the International Sunday School 
SSODS. 








Price: One dollar % year in advance, or 
zo cents per copy. fifty cents extra as a 
Correspondence Course 


Published by W. W. RUGH 
Director of the National Bible Institute, Pennsylvania Division 
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The WORLD WAR 
and the BIBLE 


When and Where is Aonemae? 

Wheat is the Ruin of Gog and 

ds ond Coming Indicated sages 2 the Signs 

of the Times ? 

These and many other timely questions are an- 

swered by CHARLES A. BLANCHARD, Art 

stock covers, 10 cents net. 

FREE! | Bible lovers’ catalogue of good books 
(Scofield, Gray, Thomas, Torrey, 

etc.) for Ministers and other Christian Workers. 
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detail is clearly worked out and 
illustrated. Can be easily put 
into practice in any cheree. A 
veritable mine of new ideas re. 
doubling your church attend- 
mm ance. 


Decorated cloth, 12mo, 
pages. 
Price, postpaid, $1.50 


The Standard Publishing Co. 
Cincinnati, Ohio 


SCI ENTI FIC HOMILETICS 


Bible Pedagogy for the Pulpit and Classroom. New, 
not taught in the schools. xegesis, sermon construc- 
tion and creative writing made practical, thorough and 
easy. All need it regardless of previous training, 
Rare equipment for evangelistic work. ‘Ihe problem 
of home training for the ministry solved. Given by 
correspondence in five ks, putting the best train- 
ing for preacher and teacher into the home. For full 
iniormation address 


G. S. ANDERSON, NEWBERN, ALA. 











Dr. JAMES M. GRAY says: 


“_ book seems to have ‘come to the 
ngdom tor such a time as this.’ 
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February 18-24 
Mon:—Mark 4: 21-34. 
. The Growth of the Kingdom. 

Growth is the law of the Divine King- 
dom. It is from within, and not from 
things that are fastened on that assure 
its advance. Almost imperceptible in 
its beginnings, grace in the soul issues 
in amazing results. “God carries on his 
work inseénsibly and without noise, but 
insuperably and without fail.” 

Prayer Succestions: Praise God for 
daily benefits. Pray foraheart of grati- 
tude that no blessings of the day may 
pass unnoticed ; for willingness to accept 
every day’s lot as a direct blessing from 
the Lok 
Tues.—Zechariah 4: 1-14. 

The Day of Small Things. 

In the day of small things slumbers 
the prophecy of the future. The acorn 
is the prophecy of the oak; the seed of 
the harvest; the child of the man. 
“God’s little flock” to-day is the earnest 
of the innumerable hosts that will 
gather around His glorious throne. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Lord’s blessing to rest upon the homes 
of the United States; that the home life 
may be preserved to ‘the nation, and that 
nothing shall undermin. the great foun- 
dation strength of the nation, the home. 
Wed.—Luke 2: 40-52. 

The Growth of the Child Jesus. 

In the perfections of our Lord’s divine 
nature there could be no increase, but as 
a man he accommodated himself to his 
state of humiliation; the infant, the 
child, the youth, the man. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the na- 
tions of the world that are now going 
through such a great process of change; 
for Russia and for China. Pray for the 
scarred battle-fields of France and Flan- 
ders; for our soldiers and sailors. 
Thurs.—1 Peter 2: 1-5; 2 Peter 3: 14-18. 

Growth in Grace and Knowledge. 

“Alas!” says Richard Baxter, “what a 
multitude of dwarfs has Christ.” Some 
Christians are no farther on in their 
knowledge of God and divine things 
than at the beginning of their Chris- 
tian life. A true child of God will 
grow in grace, love, reliance on the 
promises, humility and zeal in service. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray espe- 
cially for the great continent of 
Africa. For the South African Gen- 
eral Mission; for work amongst the 
Zulus of Africa; for the natives of 
Central Africa; also for the Sudanese, 
and the peoples populating North 
Africa, especially for the Moors; for 
the Southern Morocco Mission. 
Fri.—Matt. 13 : 24-30. 

The Harm Done By Evil Seed. 

The evil seed is all the more harm- 
ful because in the first stages of its 
growth it is so much like the wheat 
that it is almost impossible to distin- 
guish between them. We must guard 
against the apparently legitimate 
things lest our souls are soiled with 
sin and shame. 

PRAYER Succgstions: Pray that 
grace may be given to overcome the 
insidious approach of seemingly harm- 
less sins; for wisdom to discern the 


GARDEN TOOLS 
Answer the ‘‘war gardener’s”’ big 
question: How can I produce the 


most food in spare moments? How 
meet increased costs and war taxes? 
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By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 


guar ded moment 


Sat.—Isaiah 61 : 1-11. 





wiles of the Devil, lest at any un- 
the soul be over- 
| taken in a fault. 


The Growth of the Kingdon Foretold. 


Standing on the mount of prophetic 
vision, the prophet foresaw the devel- 
opment of the Kingdom. It is a mar- 
velous prediction, and one which thus 
far has had: but a partial -fulfilment. 
We.-are looking for the day when the 
glory of his Kingdom shall cover the 
eart! 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for Jeru- 
salem; that the Jews, in this time of 
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vate teacher, Faster pro 
gress. You will be able to 
play your favorite instru- 
ment in a few short 
months! More than 200,- 

men, women and chil- 
dren have learned by our 








world-wide interest centering upon 
them, may have their spiritual eyes 
opened to see their true Messiah. 


Sun.—Acts 2: 37-47. 
How Christ’s Kingdom Grew, 
Those who were added to the church 
of the apostolic day were added by the 
Lord; all other additions are worthless. 
Life alone unites to Christ, and life in 
Christ is the bond between believers. 
PrayER Succestions: Pray for all 
with whom you may be associated to- 
day in Christian work; for men’s Bible 
classes, Brotherhood ‘meetings, Baraca 
classes, Philatheas, and all adult Bible 
classes; for Sunday-schools and Young 
People’s meetings. 


New York City. 








For all unable to attend a Bible Insti- 
tute, correspondence Bible study is a 
practical, efficient and economical 
method of securing a deeper, clearer 
knowledge of the Bible. A Tennessee 
student writes: — ‘*‘What marvelous 
light I have received through these 


offerseight strong courses for systematic 
Bible study by correspondence. It has 
a fully equipped department, exclusively 
devoted to teaching by correspondence, 
You will be instructed by competent, 
practical Christian teachers. 


Mail The Coupon 


Fill in the coupon, mail tous, and we will send 
you our prospectus giving information about 
all our courses. Now is the time to act. We 
have a course for everyone, young or old, be- 
ginner, student or instructor. ur courses 
will satisfy your need. 


**Study to show thyself approved unto 
God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly Cuiting the word of 
truth.’ 2 Timothy 2:15 


The Moody Bible Institute 
153 institute Pl., Dept. A-S Chicago, Ill. 
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practical working knowledge of the Word of God? 
awake to the means of securing it economically while engaged 
in your usual occupation? This means is by correspondence; 


Correspondence 
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Convenient, Noiseless and Sanitary 
of churches using our oupe and FREE 
quotations sent upon reques 
OUTFIT CO. 7thST., ROCHESTER, aY, 


Bible Studenits22¢ Christian Workers 


Do you know your Bible? Do you feel the need of a more thorough, 


Are you 


lessons! Long, long years I pondered 
over things in the precious that 
I now understand.’’ You will become 
just as enthusiastic as soon as you start 
your first course. We cannot urge too 
strongly all who wish a more thorough 
knowledge of God’s Word to take up 
the work with us now. 


The Moody Bible institute 


Over 5000 students in all parts of 
the world last year studied one or 
more of our courses. Thousands of 
Christian people will this year begin 
correspondence study for the first time. 
Will you be one of them? 


for Prospectus # 
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f it, and depend ney ! going on in 
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is particularly directed to them, and also 


to the forty kinds of material equip- 
ment and other helps mentioned in the 
advertisements in this issue of the paper. 
Whether a pastor is able to have a 
stenographer or not, he cannot afford 


ra 
to be without his individual typewriter & R h Se B 
for typing his lectures and sermons. | esearc rvice ureau 
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ture No. 1 in the Study. 
Here to the right is the ref- 
erence book of the Study, H 
called International Bi- (i aa 
ble Readings —a short § 
collection of only about 
2,000 Bible verses, from 
which all must make their 
selections. You are not 
Bikes to search the whole | 
ble. Only the verses in- 
cluded in Internation: 


and when that youngster got back home 
he said, “I watched Mr. , and he did 
not keep his watch in his hand all the 
time aS you say he usually does.” The 
little boy had missed getting the mes- 
sage of that speaker through idle curi- 
-osity. A pulpit clock avoids the neces- 
sity on the part of the speaker for pull- 
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